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Questions, anyone? 


C. Blasdell photo 


DOTTIE HOLMES, center, gets ready for the start of the semester 
speaking with students Mike LaBell, Emily M. “Montgomery” Weir, 
and Jeff Tibbetts. Watch for staffers to be posted throughout the 
campus to answer student questions for the first month of the 


semester. 


Inadequate support 
for Mass. colleges 


® Budgets increase for 

now, but support is still 
weak for public higher 

ed., report says 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
News Editor 


recent study by the state Board of 
Ate Education reports that Mas 
achusetts colleges are some of the 
most costly and most poorly funded in the 
country. President David Hartleb said the 
report was interesting, but not surprising. 

“High tuition and low state support go 
hand in hand,” Hartleb said. “The legisla- 
ture would like to give more support as long 
as the economy stays strong.” 

The report also pointed out, however, 
that when the economy is strong, enroll- 
ment decreases, as declines over the last 
decade reflect a drop in the number of high 
school graduates. 

During the 1996-97 academic year, Mas- 
sachusetts community colleges were the 
second most expensive for tuition and fees, 
averaging $2,530 for a full course load. 


Also, the state was ranked 47th for the 
amount of support given to public colleges. 
In 1997, 4.3 percent of the budget was 
allocated to higher education. The national 
average was 6 percent. 

“Right now we are trying to build back to 
1988. We aren’t really moving forward, 
we're trying to get back to where we were,” 
Hartleb said. 

In 1988, the state provided 60 percent of 
NECC's revenues, while today it only pro- 
vides 49 percent. Fund raising is now a high 
priority for all colleges to make up for the 
lack of state support. Also, providing the 
best technologies and facilities for student 
and faculty is a major focus. 

Community college students paid for 34 
percent of their education, with the state 
picking up the remainder of the cost. The 
Board of Higher Education’s goal in the 
near future is to have the students pay for 
25 percent of their education, which is why 
the board expects the biggest drop in com- 
munity college tuition. 

Massachusetts' Board of Higher Educa- 
tion reduced tuition in fall of 1996 by 10 
percent and by another 5 percent for the 
current year. The board plans to further 
reduce tuition at least 5 percent each year 

See REPORT, page 5 


Two deans to go and 
areas are reorganized, 
as Fall FTE is stabilized 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
News Editor 


fter hearing an overwhelming cry 
A change since his arrival at NECC, 

President David Hartleb is deliver- 
ing. 

Hartleb opened the professional day ac- 
tivities Sept. 2 by officially announcing the 
resignation of Joseph Brown, dean of ad- 
ministrative services, and transfer of Rob- 
ert McDonald, dean of academic services, 
who will be stepping down as dean to 
return to the faculty. 

“We will begin a search for a replace- 
ment in a few days, and I will assume his 
duties,” Hartleb said of Brown’s position. 
He also said nothing has been decided yet 
on McDonald, though some sort of transi- 
tion plan will be worked out. 

“We want NECC to be the best commu- 
nity college it can be,” he said, adding that 
he hopes his staff can remain positive as 
these changes are implemented because 
NECC has a bright future. 

Mary Ellen Ashley, vice president of en- 
rollment management and student services, 
said NECC had finally “stopped the bleed- 
ing” in its enrollment figures. 

“The enrollment head count is up 1.7 
percent, while the full-time enrollment is 
down by 0.4 percent,” she said, adding that 
“we have a whole lot more to do because we 
haven’t yet contributed to growth.” 

Ashley said she wants to make the col- 
lege experience “more fun” than when she 
first arrived, and literally illustrated the 
fact with an overhead presentation of a 
man staring at a number of similarly con- 
fusing signs to point out the disorganized 
mess parts of NECC had become. 

“At this same time next year I hope to 
have better news,” she said about her reor- 
ganization efforts. “This plan will lead to a 
better plan for next year.” 

One thing she hopes will change is the 
perception people have of NECC being more 
like a high school than a college. To accom- 
plish this she hopes to beef up student 
services and to seek student feedback which 
may be done through suggestion boxes set 
up on campus. 

Her reorganization plan is based on 
student comments and complaints, com- 
parisons with other colleges and national 
research. 

Another big project begun over the sum- 
mer was the implementation of the new 
SCT Banner computer system. It was a 
necessary change because the current sys- 
tem will not function after the year 2000, 
plus the current system is 15 years old, said 
Tom Fallon, dean of information services. 

“Hopefully, by July of 1999 the main 
components, financial aid and student ser- 


eping changes 


File photo 
PRESIDENT DAVID Hartleb an- 
nounces several changes for North- 
ern Essex. 


vices, should be completed with personnel 
and institutional advancement on- 
going,” Fallon said. 

New computers were also given to 44 
faculty members, with a goal to get one for 
every professor. The computer labs also 
were updated in A-111 and B-308. 

In addition, a new phone system coin- 


cides with the new Massachusetts area - 


codes, changing 374 numbers to 556 in 
Haverhill and 668 numbers in Lawrence to 
738. It replaces a 12- and 15-year old system 
at each respective campus. 

On the Lawrence campus, construction 
continues on the undeveloped basement to 
create space for computer labs, a class- 
room, respiratory technology, radiation 
technology, two science labs and new of- 
fices. 

Also under construction at both cam- 
puses are interactive classrooms with live 
audio and video so students can take classes 
taking place on another campus at the 
same time. Haverhill should be set-up in 
October and Lawrence by November. 

Other matters discussed included the 
following items: 

+ Jean Poth, dean of institutional ad- 
vancement, said NECC received a total of 
$1,925,796.34 from alumni and public and 
private sector fund raising. The money will 
be used for scholarships, equipment, an 
endowment fund and others; 

+ and an Opening Convocation, which 
will be held on Sept. 8 in Haverhill from 
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. featuring music and 
humorist Norm Bossio. A brief opening 
ceremony will be held in Lawrence Sept. 15 
at noon. 

After a busy summer and with lots more 
to do, Hartleb reminded everyone that they 
had asked for, and received, change. But he 
does want to keep one thing a constant. 

“We must remember to continue to 
have personal attention for our students,” 
he said. “No matter what we do, that must 
be the bedrock of what we’re about.” 


Quote of the Day 


“Sometimes they'll cut an 
ear off and then throw it to 
the crowd and they'll all 


shout and cheer’ 
Shannon Lecolst, 
page 11 


Impulse > 
Welcome to 
NECC. Don’t 
miss our fall 
student survival 


guide... 
See pages 7-10 


Opinion 
many big 


area 


VP talks about 
changes in her 


See page 2 
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Our staff says 


Welcome to NECC 


@ Don’t forget to make 
use of your newspaper 
to air your views 


e, the new staff of the NECC 
Observer, look forward to the 
coming semester. We hope 


to continue and improve upon the 
newspaper's award-winning standards 
and serve you, our readers. 

With the cooperation of the NECC 
faculty and students, we hope to learn 
skills and gain confidence. Though ours 
is a new staff, we will refuse to be 
bogged down by any traditions already 
established by previous staffs. 


Our goal is to serve as a student 
voice and to provide a public forum for 
your views, whether we agree or dis- 
agree. In our view, some previous staffs 
ceased to be that voice, but we want to 
encourage all students to speak out. 

We also want students to feel free to 
contact any of us. If you have a re- 
sponse to an opinion expressed, your 
own opinion or know something that 
should be covered, don’t hesitate to call 
us at ext. 3640 or write to us. 

We're here to inform you, entertain 
you, move you to action and serve you 
as best we can. Have a successful se- 
mester! 


WE HOPE THE 
SENLEMENT WILL 
BE ACCEPTED AND 
WELL ALL BE SHIELDED 


FRON\ FUTURE LITIGATION. 


WHAT TOBACCO 


COMPANY ARE Yo") 
WITH v. 


What’s new? Plenty, says college’s vice president 


@ New actions aim to 
better serve the student 
body; let us know what 
you think 


sk will be lots of new faces and 
different office names. I realize that 
our new students won't really know 
that something is new and our returning 
students might not understand what's 
changed so I've tried to write this to all 
students to fill you in on what you might 
discover as you start this new year at North- 
ern Essex. Here goes... 

As the new academic year opens, every- 
body should notice the information help 
desks in every building. We put our best 
and friendliest staff out front so that stu- 
dents and visitors who look confused and 
lost can ask questions and get help right 
away. 

It’s sort of like having a party at your 
house and trying to mark the streets and 
give the best directions to everyone so they 
know how to find you. You'll see suggestion 
boxes near all the Information locations 
too, because we want to hear what our 
students and our community guests think. 

If we hear from you about what's right 
and what’s wrong, then we can address the 
issues in our planning rather than wait 
until we have complaints. I hope to con- 
tinue writing columns for the Observer to 
report on changes that we make through- 
out the year. Look for your suggestions to 
appear in the news. 


Mary Ellen 
Ashley 


I hope you'll think the big bright yellow 
buttons that many faculty and staff will be 
sporting are fun, too. Basically we want to 
identify our employees so you will know 
who can assist you. I hope the buttons 
create some conversations, too. If we all 
start talking to one another more frequently, 
we'll hear more good ideas to use in think- 
ing about future changes. 

The way I always look at a new school 
year is that everything is fresh. There’s new 
opportunities and fresh starts all over the 
place and it really energizes me. The inter- 
actions with new people, the changes, the 
new things we’ve all learned since we last 
met — it all comes together and gives me a 
reason to be excited about coming to work 
each day. 

To get all of you excited too, we've 
planned a new opening convocation for 
each campus. The Haverhill celebration is 
scheduled for Sept. 8th and the Lawrence 
celebration is planned for Sept. 15th. We 
want to open each year with a celebration 
of our scholarship students and a joyous 
welcoming together of the NECC team of 
faculty and staff. We also want to officially 
designate each year as new and a reason to 
celebrate! 

This year we are devoting the whole 


Save The Planet 


For our 
environment’s sake, 
please recycle this 


newspaper when 
you're done with it. 
Thanks. 


National Pacemaker Finalist 
Fall 1996 
ACP Best of Show 
Fall 1996 
Silver Crown Award, 
Columbia Scholastic Press Assoc. 
Spring 1997 


Photo Support by 
Haverhill Photo, Inc. 


Guest Column 


month of September to focus on orientat- 
ing our students to our college community. 
We hope to have a full calendar of happen- 
ings that will expose all of our students to 
all the exciting and helpful programs and 
services the college has to offer. 

There will be major college events, the- 
atrical performances, recreational and 
sports events, a job fair, campus service 
expos, a college life fair, open houses and 
some key educational sessions. We would 
like to make sure that our students meet 
their advisers and fellow advisees, and get 
the information that is needed to success- 
fully use our college’s services. We also plan 
to make attendance mandatory for at least 
one financial aid workshop (if you receive 
financial aid) so our students understand 
how changes made throughout the semes- 
ter can effect financial aid received. 

We'lladvertise all the happenings widely 
so that you'll know in advance. Rather than 


cram everything into a couple of days that 


is traditionally called Orientation we hope 
this approach will get information deliv- 
ered to our students as they need it and can 
use it. As we approach Fall preregistration 
we'll plan some more workshops and events 
so that a greater number of our students 
plan for their next set of classes earlier. The 
earlier we know what our students want 
and need, the better we can plan for the 
next semester. 

Now for the new faces and new services 
that might matter most... There are two 
new additional financial aid officers in the 
Financial Aid Office so that more staff can 
help students with this difficult process. 
And as soon as the searches are finished, 
there will be more hours of financial aid 
staff available in Lawrence. 

Weare really trying to get enough people 
to help our students with all forms of 
financial aid because we recognize the pro- 
cess is very complicated and crucial for 
students who need financial assistance to 
pay for college. Perhaps the Observer will 
feature the changes in our Financial Aid 
Office soon. 

Visit the former Co-op Office in the 
Spurk Building to meet the dynamic new 
team in the new Career Development Cen- 
ter. There is an article in this issue that 
shares all the news about all the exciting 
programs which will help our students be 
even more prepared for the workforce of 
the future. 
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There’s a new unit on the campus called 
College Life and Healthy Living. There is 
another article in this issue about the new 
team in the departments that make up 
College Life. In short, there are new Student 
Activity Coordinators who will join us in 
September. There are new sports, new 
coaches, new Coordinators in Athletics. And 
there are new services available in Student 
Health. 

All aspects of College Life were 
reconfigured to provide a full set of conye- 
nient services and various ways for our 
students to enjoy an aspect of college life. 
We know our students work, many have 
families and have very full lives. However 
we want to make sure that you get to have 
a ‘collegiate’ experience—whatever will work 
for you. 

Research shows us that students who 


get involved in college beyond the class- 
room tend to progress in school more suc- 
cessfully and have a more satisfactory expe- 
rience in college. And without a doubt you 
will learn skills useful in your future career 
and in living a fully rewarding life. 

And the last change I'll mention in this 
article is the Learning Accommodations 
Center located in the Student Center. There’s 
anew team available to meet with students 
and faculty to provide notetakers, testing 
accommodations, interpretations of ADA 
required documentation, and to suggest 
some inventive ways to help students and 
faculty work together to accommodate dif- 
ferent learning styles and compensate for 
verified learning disorders. They are setting 
up the office as we go to press so watch for 
another feature on this important new 
service. 

Welcome to the Northern Essex college 
community! 


There will be major 
college events, theatri- 
cal performances, recre- 
ational and sports 
events, a job fair, cam- 
pus service expos, a 
college life fair, open 
houses and some key 
educational sessions. 
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Turning on to the future 


Josh 


Davidson 


@ Psychedelics did not 
stop with the ’60s 
generation; they open 
up people’s minds today 


By JOSH DAVIDSON 
Opinion Editor 


sychedelics have been used for cre 
Pe inspiration and guidance 
throughout human history. 
Psychedelics did not stop with the 60s 
generation like many of you might think. 
They continue to open up people’s minds. 

Recent years have put down this particu- 
lar dogma in exchange for more socially 
acceptable methods, transcendental medi- 
tation and yoga, for example. 

These methods are great for some, but 
once you ignore the illusions of history and 
break away from habit, they can fall short. 
It is time for people to stop running from 
their fears and to embrace the unknown 
with open arms. The evolution of the hu- 
man mind starts with each individual. 

Psychedelics provide more than just a 
way of feeling good. They are a way to 
achieve something that’s never been done 
before. New thoughts and feelings are the 
only way to advance human kind. 

Our own mental enhancement starts 
with stepping away from materialism and 
looking inward toward things that are more 
important; not selfish indulgence, but ona 
higher scale one we’ve only dabbled upon. 

The hierarchy, which is our government, 
tries to suppress things they don’t fully 
understand, but what psychedelic users 
understand is that there is a bigger more 
important picture coming into focus. Drug 
wars and lies can only hold us back for so 
long before we break free. 

Psychedelics are an acquired taste and 
should be taken seriously. Like anything 
you put in your body, too much is harmful 
and not everyone can take the same dose. 
Body weight, mental stability, and genetics 
determine what is the right dose. 

When used responsibly they can en- 
hance your developing mind and character. 
That is not to say that children should be 
using psychedelics; most are not mature 
enough to realize what they are doing. The 
human mind has an amazing capacity for 
expansion and we are capable of achieving 
heightened perceptions without psyche- 
delics. We’ve simply forgotten how. 

People trying to relive history and cling 
to failed traditions will be the last to join 
their fellow humans on our soul searching 


journey into uncharted and forgotten terri- 
tories. 

Some of you may ask yourself if 
psychedelics are supposedly some kind of 
messiah why did the ‘60s generation get 
over them or seem to? Like every new idea 
or theory, it is met with skepticism, and 
psychedelics are no exception. Many from 
that generation were on the cutting edge of 
creativity which began with psychedelics. 

The benefits from that era are countless. 
Look at music groups like The Doors, The 
Who, The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, Bob 
Dylan, Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin and too 
many more to name. 

Writers such as Allen Ginsberg, Aldous 
Huxley, William Burroughs, Jack Kerouac, 
Robert Crumb, etc. Scientists Albert 
Hoffman (who discovered LSD) and Timo- 
thy Leary. Movies of the times like “Easy 
Rider” and even “Alice In Wonderland.” 
Movie actors and producers like Peter Fonda 
and Dennis Hopper. All of these creative 
talents are directly related to psychedelics. 

It is our job to carry on that generation’s 
work. In order to do that we need to know 
what they knew and go beyond them and 
push our creativity to the very edge. Human 
kind is on the verge of an awakening. We're 
accelerating so fast some can’t keep up. 

Terence Mckenna called by some the 
Timothy Leary of the '90s says in a High 
Times interview, “Psilocybin like all 
psychedelics, has the power of dissolving 
preexisting mental and behavior patterns. 
This ability to entertain possibilities is what 
starts us on the road to free will.” 

We live in a society that has limited 
perception and no vision. Most people are 
waiting for aliens or biblical prophecies to 
save us. We have to save ourselves. 

Several old civilizations like the Mayans 
and Indians used psychedelics. What these 
people got from mushrooms and peyote 
were a spiritual connection, a feeling of 
being part of the universe. They took these 
things to connect all of their people in a 
religious communion. Almost all of mod- 
ern humanity has lost its spiritual senses. 
One way to get back where we are meant to 
be is through psychedelics. 

We’re in a make or break state of being 
where we need to look else where for an- 
swers. Psychedelics give us answers we 
didn’t have before; they make the impos- 
sible possible. 

For those of you who have never taken 
LSD or Mushrooms or any of the like, ask 
yourselves why. Is it because certain mem- 
bers of society say it’s bad or they feed you 
mythical stories of people losing their minds. 

If used responsibly these substances are 
as safe as a cup of coffee. The benefits go 
beyond your normal experiences. These 
substances are not here by chance. Grab 
hold of yourself before it is too late. 

Maybe you're afraid of what it might do 
or you fear change and can’t handle real 
truths. When truths are found, they have to 
be spread and imposed on the masses. Now 
is the time to think for yourself and not be 
influenced by mindless drug propaganda 
and your neighbor’s ignorant bantering. 


Break away from traditions and join 
your fellow man in a communion of posi- 
tive energy and radiate your energy on to 
those around you. 

Fredrich Nietzsche often wrote about 
the individual as a will to power. He told 
people to dare to create themselves. The 
artists (the creative people) are the ones 
who advance society and set our perimeter 
forward. 

Be one of the visionaries and help clarify 
things for others. In order to do that you 
have to clarify things for yourself. All cre- 
ative people posses something the average 
man does not: the ability to take chances to 
see where you can go. They’re not afraid to 
discover what is new. These people are our 
equals, but the only difference is that whey 
are willing to go out on a limb. 

Psychedelics become that limb, that dis- 
covery of yourself. Opening your mind to 
change and accepting the new, not as a 
violen: act, but as a necessary part of the 


evolution of the human mind. 

Aldous Huxley said this in his book, 
“Wanted, a New Pleasure:” 

“If we could sniff or swallow something 
that would, for five or six hours each day, 
abolish our solitude as individuals, atone us 
with our fellows in a glowing exaltation of 
affection and make life not only worth 
living, but divinely beautiful and signifi- 
cant, and ifthis heavenly, world-transfigur- 
ing drug were of such a kind that we could 
wake up next morning with a clear head 
and an undamaged constitution-then, it 
seems to me, all our problems (and not 
merely the one small problem of discover- 
ing a novel pleasure) would be wholly solved 
and earth would become paradise.” 


People who use psychedelics are people 
who desire something more, some thought 
or feeling that they haven’t experienced. 
The future will be brighter if we look at all 
our resources, including psychedelics. 


Do se a ta drugs have a role to play in boosting awareness? 


Chris Law, U/Mass student 
“No, number one, they are 
mind altering. You make the 
best decisions with a clear 
mind.” 


David miller, journalism 
“Yes, some people claim us- 
ing drugs like that allows 
them to increase their level 
of consciousness.” 


Kate Bennett, graphic design 
“No, only losers use drugs.” 


Letters Policy 


Corey Schwartz, music 
“No, they are for the weak 
minded people who have no 
imagination.” 


We welcome 
your comments. 
Please limit 
letters to 300 
words. Make 
sure they are 
typed, signed 
with your 
major, and 
include a phone 
number. 


We reserve the right to edit for 
space, clarity and content. 
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News 


Full-time employees hired at special August meeting 


Test center 
launched 


tudents and working 

adults planning to 
take college entrance 
exams will now be able 
to take courses at the 
Kenoza Learning and Test 
Preparation Center on 
the Haverhill campus. 

It is designed to train 
those planning to take 
national examinations to 
get the best scores pos- 
sible. 

Afternoon, evening 
and Saturday workshops 
include the Preliminary 
Scholastic Assessment 
Test (PSAT), Scholastic 
Assessment Test (SAT), 
Graduate Record Exami- 
nation (GRE), Test of En- 
glish as a Foreign Lan- 
guage (TOEFL), and many 
other national examina- 
tions. 

The center also will 
be available to help stu- 
dents in the health pro- 
fessions prepare for 
medical licensing exams, 

The idea of the center 
was to give middle-class 
people accessability to af- 
fordable test preparation. 
It will also offer services 
and programs for el- 
ementary and secondary 
students who need to 
build their skills in spe- 
cific academic areas. 

Daniel J. Svenconis of 
Haverhill, who has a doc- 
torate from Catholic Uni- 
versity and has taught 
and administered test 
preparation programs in 
the Washington, D.C. 
area since the early 
1980's, is director of the 
center. 

The cost for each six- 
week workshop is $129. 
Fora brochure highlight- 
ing workshops offered 
this fall, call Svenconis 
at the Kenoza Learning 
and Test Preparation 
Center, 978 556-3613 or 
contact him at dsven- 
conis@necc.mass.edu. 


Campus 
crime log 


May 6: Stolen wallet: 
Karen Blanchard said her 
wallet missing at 3 p.m. 
It was taken sometime 
after 1:30 p.m. from the 
PACE office. 

A student who re- 
turned the wallet to se- 
curity said he found it in 
a men’s room with $26 
missing. 

May 8: Stolen vehicle: 
Cherise Roach said she 
arrived on campus at 
noon for a class and 
parked in lot 4. After her 
class ended, she found 
her vehicle was missing. 
The Haverhill police were 
called and she filed a re- 
port on the missing 1986 
Monte Carlo and approxi- 
mately $3,000 worth of 
stereo equipment. 

May 12: Stolen soit- 
ware: Sandy Meldrum, di- 
rector of technical labs, 
said four 1 MEG SIMMS 
(memory from inside a 
computer) were taken. 

July 21: Stolen work 
out machine: Rob Parker, 
fitness center instructor, 
said a Monark Arm ma- 
chine was noticed miss- 
ing three days earlier. 


ee 


® 8 out of 14 to help 


implement new 


computer system 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
News Editor 


he NECC board of trustees ap 
proved the following full-time 


hirings at a special meeting 


held last month: 


Luis E. Rigaud, Oracle Data Base 
administrator, will earn $53,000 
yearly; 

Daniel Svenconis, director of 
the new Kenoza Learning and Test 
Preparation Center, will earn 
$35,000; 

Mary A. Chatigny, staff assis- 
tant in human resources and Af- 
firmative Action, will earn $41,500; 

Joshua D. Rutstein, staff assis- 
tant/assistant bursar, will earn 
$36,000; 

Lisa A. Duba-Biederman, staff 


assistant/registration information 
systems specialist, will earn 
$38,000; 

Joan Santeusanio, financial aid 
officer, will earn $31,918; 

Kathleen E. Proietti, financial 
aid officer, will earn $31,918; 

Cynthia J. Sawyer, EDP systems 
analyst II, will earn $39,712.92; 

Andrew Kaluma, EDP systems 
analyst II, will earn $37,243.44; 

Joni L. Sheehan, accountant I, 
will earn $28,603.12; 

Lisa Ross, administrative assis- 


tant I, will earn $24,890.32; 

Wanda Rodriquez, clerk IV, will 
earn $22,721.92; 

Julie A. Cadorette, clerk III, will 
earn $20,542.08; 

and Dee A. Risley, assistant pro- 
fessor in the deafstudies program, 
will earn $40,508. 

Of the 14 new hirees, eight will 
work on implementing the new 
SCT Banner computer system: 
Rigaud, Chatigny, Rutstein, Duba- 
Biederman, Santeusanio, Kaluma, 
Sheehan and Rodriquez. 


454! 999A 


Annual Opening 


Featuring: 
Music 
Inspiring remarks by humorist Norm Bossio | 


Convocation will be held in the Quadrangle (in the center of the 
Haverhill Campus). It will be held in the sport and fitness center) 
case of rain. Please join us in celebrating the start of a new year 


For those who can’t attend the 

September 8& Opening Convocation: 
There will be a brief opening ceremony followed by a reception in 
the atrium on the Lawrence Campus on Monday, 

September 15 at noon. 


For more information call Ext. 3863 
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Commencement °97 


@ More than 700 
receive degrees, 
certificates 


orthern Essex Community 
Na held its 35th an 

nual Commencement ex- 
ercises on Saturday, May 31 on the 
college’s Haverhill campus, where 
over 700 men and women were 
awarded associate in arts and sci- 
ences degrees and certificates. 

The featured commencement 
speaker was Eugene F. Connolly, a 
Department of English and For- 
eign Languages professor at the 
college from 1966 to 1996. 
Connolly told the graduates to 
make sure they filled their lives 
with love and said they could eas- 
ily come to regret a kindness not 
done. 

Student speaker Breeda M. 
Whitmore of Hampstead, N.H., a 
liberal arts major and an editor of 
the NECC Observer, who gradu- 
ated with high honors told her 
classmates that, in spite of the 
hard work and sacrifices along the 
way, “I would do this all over again 
because of what I have learned 
and what I have become. For me, 


} 


Northern Essex has not been just 
about the education I got in the 
classroom, it has also been about 
the education I got about who so 
many of you are and how, in spite 
of our very different histories, we 
could still come together and be- 
come a community of students. 
YohanniE. Cuevas of Lawrence, 
a business management major, 
student senate treasurer and peer 


Happy time for grads 


File photos 
GETTING READY for the big day, students line up for the 
procession.Watch for more photos next issue. 


tutor, who also graduated with 
high honors, recounted how she 
came to the United States, “With 
luggage full of sorrow, and little 
hope,” but enrolled in the English 
as a Second Language program in 
order to learn the language of her 
new country and adopt its culture. 

The annual Outstanding 
Alumni Award was presented to 
Paul K. Blanchette of Salem, N.H., 


a biomedical equipment engineer 
and teacher honored for his con- 
tributions to education, including 
his role in the AWESOME project, 
an after school enrichment pro- 
gram for disadvantaged high 
school students. 

In presenting the award, 
Raymond Pilat, president of the 
Alumni Association, said, “Paul is 
a prime example of the success 
and achievement that can lie ahead 
of a Northern Essex graduate. He 
has become successful in his field 
while helping others to achieve to 
their fullest along the way.” 

President David Hartleb, who 
presided over the ceremonies, told 
the graduates, “You have worked 
very hard, faced many challenges 
and should feel very proud of the 
degree or certificate which you 
have earned today.” 

Four longtime college employ- 
ees awarded emeritus status, rec- 
ognizing sustained excellence in 
performance and meritorious ser- 
vice to the college, included John 
R. Dimitry, president from 1975 to 
1995; Alfred Emerson, a 25 year 
business division professor; 
Connolly; and John B. Guarino, a 
30 year professor in the depart- 
ment of history and government. 


Report 


Continued from page 1 
over the next three years. 

The report also found that fees, 
not tuition, are steadily increas- 
ing at most colleges. Fees are es- 
tablished by the college and are 
currently higher at a majority of 
campuses. 

The purpose of the report was 
to gauge the current conditions in 
public higher education and im- 
prove on the findings in the areas 
of finances, students and academic 
programs. 

For students, the board wants 
to increase retention and gradua- 
tion rates and to encourage in- 
creases in community college en- 
rollment. 

To accomplish this, Hartleb 
wants to make NECC better known 
in the community to attract more 


students. In the coming decade 
there will be more high school 
graduates and, as aresult, a higher 
demand for community college 
enrollment. 

“Lowering tuition would mean 
opening doors and providing ac- 
cess to lower income stu- 
dents,” Hartleb said, adding that 
lower tuition and a higher profile 
should increase the number of 
those attending NECC in coming 
years. 

The recent problem attracting 
new students has been due to 
increasing tuition and fees and 
the failure of financial aid grants 
to keep pace. 

Regardless of what happens 
with tuition costs, NECC will con- 
tinue to market itself on televi- 
sion and radio and through mail- 
ings. 

Once the students are here, the 
next concern is keeping them here. 


ATTENTION 
STUDENTS 
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RUN FOR 


STUDENT SENATE 
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Nomination Petitions available 
in Student Activities 
F133/Haverhill or 133/Lawrence 


‘sin all areas! 


Election Schedule: 


Monday & Tuesday, October 6 &7 
9am - lpm, 5pm - 8pm 
Spurk Building Lobby, Haverhill Campus 


Tuesday & Wednesday, October 7 &8 
9am - lpm, 5pm - 8pm 
Atrium, Lawrence Campus 


(i E—__—————E—E—————E——— SE. 
For more information or a brochure on what Is Involved In Student Senate, 
* ~contact the Student-Activitiés office, F135 Haverhill or 133 Lawrence. 


Hartleb said working with the fac- 
ulty is necessary to make NECC a 
quality college. 

“It’s a whole bunch of areas 
which determines retention. It’s 
the whole college experience of 
the classroom, advising and regis- 
tration, and not being hassled at 
any of the steps.” 

One way to determine the suc- 
cess of a community college is 
figured by the percentage of fresh- 
man who return after completing 
one semester. NECC also was aver- 
age in this area, with a return rate 
of approximately 75 percent from 
the fall to spring semesters in 
1996. 

Full-time enrollment is only one 
part of the picture of who attends 
community college. The report 
found approximately 28,000, or 
29 percent of students are made 
up of those enrolled in non-credit 
courses. 


In the academic area, NECC 
offers an average number of asso- 
ciate degree and certificate pro- 
grams. Since 1993, the number of 
degrees awarded has slightly de- 
clined, but the certificate awards 
have remained steady. 

On average, community college 
students have the fewest student 
per faculty member, a ratio of 
roughly 14 to 1. 

The report also said professors 
at community colleges receive an 
average salary of $40,000, and 
Hartleb hasn't heard any founded 
rumors of a system-wide salary 
review. According to the Ameri- 
can Association of University Pro- 
fessors, Massachusetts professors 
are paid less than the national 
average. 

At NECC this may be related to 
the fact that the national average 
for instruction is 15 hours, while 
here it is only 12, Hartleb said. 


Find Your Way 


to the Student Activities office! 


| 
Room F135 Haverhill Campus | 
Room F133 Lawrence Campus 


NorTHERN Essex COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
HAVERHILL © LAWRENCE 


Fund raising 


goal reached 


ECC has met a chal 

lenge from the state to 
raise $352,000 in private 
funds and as a result will 
receive $176,000 in match- 
ing funds. 

The Public Higher Edu- 
cation Endowment Incen- 
tive Program, announced a 
year ago in an effort to en- 
courage private contribu- 
tors, including alumni, to 
invest in community col- 
leges, provided a dollar for 
dollar match for gifts from 
first-time donors up to 
$88,000. 

Once this total was met, 
all other gifts qualified fora 
one-to-three match up to 
$88,000. By raising the 
$352,000, NECC was able to 
qualify for both matches, 
earning a total of $176,000 
in matching funds. 

By state mandate, the 
matching funds received 
will be used to create a col- 
lege endowment fund. 
Other funds raised may be 
used as the college deems 
necessary. 

“Weare thrilled,” Hartleb 
said. “These funds will al- 
low us to update equipment 
in several of our programs 
and have provided hundreds 
of scholarships to students 
who are struggling finan- 
cially.” 

“State and federal sup- 
port for higher education 
has decreased over the last 
decade and I am afraid that 
this trend will continue,” he 
said. “If NECC and other col- 
leges are going to thrive, 
they must get financial sup- 
port from private sources. 

“The matching gift pro- 
gram was designed to get 
colleges moving in this area, 
and I am delighted that 
Northern Essex was able to 
rise to the occasion and that 
the community was so will- 
ing to support us in our 
efforts.” 


New grant for 
Bridges given 
| Bes the fifth consecutive 

year, NECC has been 
awarded a grant from the 
Perkins Vocational Educa- 
tion Program to continue 
Bridges to Success, a pro- 
gram designed to provide 
basic skills, vocational 
preparation training, career 
guidance and support ser- 
vices to displaced homemak- 
ers, single mothers and 
single, pregnant women. 
The grant was for $95,000. 

The program provide stu- 
dents with marketable skills 
for careers in computer tech- 
nology and other areas. It 
also offers individual coun- 
seling, an eight-week career 
development workshop, and 
a four-week job search work- 
shop which includes resume 
preparation and interview 
techniques. 

The program also offers 
a wide range of support ser- 
vices including academic 
advising, basic academic 
skills preparation, personal 
counseling, job search skill 
development, and peer sup- 
port. 

The program has pro- 
vided services for a total of 
129 students with a full-time 
job placement rate of 84 
percent. 


@ Page 6 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Sept. 3, 1997 


CBI works 
with Lucent 


he Center for Business 

and Industry has been 
chosen by Lucent Technolo- 
gies to develop a curricu- 
lum for its newly-created 
Lucent Manufacturing 
Workforce Collaborative. 

The goal of the program 
is to develop and deliver 
community college level 
courses to production asso- 
ciates, providing them with 
lifelong employment skills. 

NECC first received 
$35,000 to assess the needs 
of production workers and 
now will develop the cur- 
riculum suggested by the 
results of the assessment, 
plus receive a $50,000 grant. 

Through the work of the 
collaborative, Lucent ex- 
pects to develop world class 
educational products which 
will serve all U.S. manufac- 
turers. 

Sandra Roberts, director 
of NECC’s Center for Busi- 
ness and Industry, said the 
finest business and indus- 
try trainers in the nation 
were invited to apply for 
these grants. 

Kelly Osmer, curriculum 
development specialist, will 
be collaborating on the 
project with representatives 
from Salt Lake Community 
College in Utah, Grand Rap- 
ids Community College in 
Michigan, Sussex County 
Community College in New 
Jersey and St. Clair Commu- 
nity College in Canada. 


PACE program 
runs again 


Ihe U.S. Department of 

Education will give NECC 
$234,759 in the first year of 
a five year grant to continue 
Pathways to Academic and 
Career Excellence (PACE), a 
program which provides 
support services to 250 first 
generation college students 
with academic and finan- 
cial needs. 

A recent comparison 
study between program par- 
ticipants anda similar group 
of students at the college 
showed increased retention 
and performance rates 
among PACE participants. 

Services provided include 
mentoring, academic assess- 
ment, advising and support; 
tutorial assistance; career 
and transfer counseling; and 
specially designed work- 
shops in areas such as fi- 
nancial aid and study skills. 


Unsung hero 
gives $50,000 


AM anonymous donor re 
cently gave a $50,000 
donation to create a schol- 
arship in honor of Harold R. 
Lynch, a retired sales engi- 
neer from North Andover. 
Beginning this fall, the 
Harold R. Lynch Scholarship 
will be presented each year 
to an individual who “is un- 
derprivileged but striving 
hard to succeed in spite of 
personal hardship and/or 
handicap.” 

“This donor felt very 
strongly about Harold Lynch 
and his extraordinary 
kindness,” President David 
Hartleb said. “He felt that 
Mr. Lynch was an unsung 
herowho quietly went about 
his life making the world a 
better place.” 
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News 


Spring dean's list announced 


obert E McDonald, dean of 
Risen services at North 

ern Essex Community Col- 
lege, has announced the appoint- 
ment of students to the Dean’s 
List for Academic Honors for the 
spring 1997 semester. 

Each semester, full-time stu- 
dents are named to the Dean’s List 
if they are enrolled in a degree 
program and have acheived a grade 
point average of 3.0 or higher. 

The following students have 
been named to the list: 

A 

Mirna A. Abdelghany, Juana A. 
Abreau, Renee L. Adams, Maurice 
Aguiler, Yesenia D. Alba, Walter R. 
Allder, Theresa J. Almquist, Teresa 
M. Alvarez, Maria Ambrosia, Maria 
E. Amezaga, Thomas J. Angold, 
Teodora Arias, Paula Arruda, Eliza- 
beth M. Arsenault, Maris 
Asprogiannis, Zeidan G. Ata, James 
M. Axford, 

B 

Kevin P. Bacon, Jennifer E. Baez, 
Jennifer M. Baillargeon, Elizabeth 
A. Ballas, Carmita Barrera, Betty A. 
Bastarache, Kari J. Bateman, Peter 
K. Bedford, Claire R. Belanger, Julie 
F. Belanger, Lynne C. Bell, JoAnn L. 
Belzile, Herman R. Benson, Tracy 
L. Berling, Michael S. Bernhard, 
ManuelA. Berroa, EricT. Bezanson, 
Maria Biannerys, Sierra L. Black, 
Denise M. Blain, Christopher R. 
Blasdel, Robert H. Boisvert, Lauri 
A. Bolduc, Patricia Borek, Cynthia 
J. Boulier, Frank T. Bowman, Will- 
iam L. Boyer, Erica L. Bramhall, 
Maria Branchina, Theodore 
Brauneck, HeidiL. Brightman, Alex 
H. Bruce, Victoria P. Bui, Candido 
J. Burdier, Elizabeth E. Burns, 
ToniAnn Butler, Tracey L. Butler, 
Kimberly A. Butterfield, 

c 

Hugo M. Cabrera, Stephen H. 
Cahill, Todd R. Calderwood, Mat- 
thew J. Call, Denise A. Callahan, 
Moises Camilo, Carene Capoccia, 
Alexis A. Carrasco, Michael D. 
Carreiro, Daniel R. Carter, Mattyy 
L. Catlett, Beata D. Cetera, Kong 
Ho Chan, David P. Charest, Zhi 
Chen, Tara J. Della Chiaie, David C. 
Christmas, Mercy J. Cifuentes, 
Stephanie A. Cinelli, S. Kerry Clark, 
Jane M. Clavette, Amy L. Cloutier, 
Christopher L. Cobb, Dana C. Cole, 
Cynthia C. Collins, Matthew P. 
Connor, Kathleen E. Conroy, Ed- 
ward P. Cook, Britton E. Cooke, 
Wanda Correa, Ann-Marie 
Corthell, Christopher C. Cote, 
Monique M. Couture, Juliette R. 
Cowper, Michael R. Crafts, 
Kimberley A. Craib, Brian G. Cressy, 
Amanda R. Crowell, Yohanni E. 
Cuevas, Tina Currier, Susan M. 
Curtin, Mary E. Curtis, Francisca 
Custodio, Arnold R. Cyr, 

D 

Kim L. Daly, Phong H. Dang, 
Maribel Davila, Annette M. Davis, 
David R. Dawe, Scott M. Defusco, 
Patria De La Cruz, Evelyn A. 
Delgado, Jodi B. Dell, Sadia E. Del 
Rosario, Catherine A»DeMerjian, 
AndrewJ.Denoncour, Lisa A. Dent, 
Diane R. DiBartolo, Stephanie A. 
DiJanni, Ann Marie DiNapoli, Carol 
A. DiPietro, Kimberly A. Di 
Vincenzo, Earl B. Dodge, Karen M. 
Dodier, Michael J. Donahue, 
Patricia I. Donahue, Mark A. 
Donaldson, Sarah L. Donsmore, 
Julie A. Doucette, Frances E. 
Dougherty, Shelley A. Doughty, 
Ellen P. Dowe, JoAnn H. Downs, 
Julien H. Dube, Amy K. Dubois, 
Lyyn J. Ducheneau, Louise Duda, 
Gena Dyczkowski, 

E, F 

Linda S. Ealy, Kathleen M. 
Edwards, Diane Encarnacion, 
David M. Eoll, Sunita Eswarappa, 
Lea L. Fabre, Farrah P. Fasio, Gayle 
M. Feole, Candice L. Ferrill, Maria 
I. Figuero, Lisa E. Finnegan, Jessica 


M. Fiorenza,Cynthia A. Fisette, 
Robert G. Fishwick, Cheryl A. 
Fitzpatrick, Idali Flint, AnaI.Flores, 
Judith A. Flores, Stacey M. Foley, 
Tammy A. Foster, Yvette E. Frazier, 
Bethany A. Fritz, Amanda C. Frost, 
Helen I. Fulk 
G 
Joan P. Gaffney, Kathryn M. 
Gagnon, Shawn C. Gagnon, Kostas 
Gakis, Kelly A. Gallagher, Scott F. 
Gallant, Christina A. Gallo, Teodoro 
Galva, Scott M. Garand, Josue 
Garcia, Robin M. Gariepy, Cindy R. 
Garofano, Christopher C. Gaudet, 
Lillian L. Gauthier, Lurys S. 
Geronimo, Yesenia A. Gil, Mary 
Ellen Gioia, Maryellen Glavin, Ruth 
Ann Goad, Megan D. Godfrey, 
Gladys Gomez, Zoila M. Gomez, 
Oleg L. Gonik, Marisol Gonzalez, 
Michelle M. Goodhue, Danny 
Goodwin, Carole A. Goretch, 
Desiree M. Goujon, Christine L. 
Gould, Jessica L. Gowell, Andrea J. 
Grant, Jillian H. Greenleaf, Mat- 
thew G. Gregory, Cheryl A. Guy, 
Yenny R. Guzman, Eric E. Gynan, 
H 
Susan V. Haggerty, Caitlin L. 
Hahesy, Lorrainne M. Haibowicz, 
Fady Hajjar, Rajah B. Hajjar, 
Catherine A. Hale, Armand J. 
Hamman, Rebecca D. Harding, 
Sarah O. Hardy, Diane M. Hart, 
Susan M. Hart, William G. Harvey 
Jr., Joseph P. Hashem, Justin J. 
Hatem, Gail F. Hatherley, Twyla 
Heaney, Colleen B. Henderson, 
Matilde Henriquez, Rosemary 
Hernandez, Zolgalys Hernandez, 
Romelia E. Hernandez de Alba, 
Greggory S. Higgenbotham, Jes- 
sica S. Higgins, Matthew R. Hodges, 
John M. Hoffmeier, Monica M. 
Holyfield, Margery G. Hollis, James 
E. Horton, Matthew J. Houle, 
Michelle M. Howard, Jennifer R. 
Howes, Christina I. Hunt, Damon 
J. Hunt, Tuong Vi Huynh, 
LJ, K 
Joan A. Ingersoll, Henry F. 
Jackman III, Kathy J. Jackman, 
Jamie M. Jackson, Jennifer A. 
Jacques, Sheryl James, Judith M. 
Jellison, Noha Jermani, Jalynn 
Jimenez, Donna R. Joyce, Rebecca 
Kady, Robert A. Kady, Sandra L. 
Karanikolas, Lyudmila A. Karpova, 
YeKaterina Karpova, Joanne M 
Kaslow, Andrea M. Kauppila, Erin 
B. Kennedy, James P. Kent, Maria 
E. Keohan, Lisa L. Kett, Brandon M. 
Khoder, Derek T. Kimball, Kathie 
S. Kimball, Kristin P. Korowski, 
Lisa A. Kosmet, Michael S. 
Kowalski, Robert R. Kozec, Jamie L. 
Krakauske, Kevin J. Kyle, 
L 


Stacy A. LaBarre, Aimee T. 
Laflamme, Christopher R. Laird, 
Eric J. Langlois, Wendy. A. 
LaRochelle, Dana G. La Rocque, 
Jana B. Lattime, Jessica M. Lattime, 
Amy J. Lawson, Patrick G. LeClerc, 
Norman A. Lee, Rebecca E. 
Leighton, Sirena S. Lemieux, Laurie 
A. Lennon, Margaret T. Lewis, 
Chung Chung Liu, Chung Heng 
Liu, Sarah B. Liuberes, Peter J. 
Livernois, Laurie J. Loader, Kendra 
J. Locher, Brooke S. Loughlin, Tara 
L. Luce, Jonathan J. Luna, 

M 

Amybeth MacDonald, Joshua J. 
Maio, David T. Majeski, Slawomir 
Makarewicz, Daniel G. Maniatakos, 
Azar Marand, Domingo Mariano, 
Marlenys Marizan, Jarilyn R. Marro, 
Elizabeth Martinez, Yovani 
Martinez, Elin M. Mastrangelo, 
Deana M. Matthews, Thomas J. 
McAloon, Alma T.McDonald, Laura 
M. McDonough, Andrea J. McElroy, 
Erin A. McGravey, James McInnes, 
Jennifer J. McLaughlin, Kevin J. 
McNamara, Joslyn McPhee, Jeffery 
R. McPherson, Meghan T. Mealey, 
George M. Mejia, Kennia Mejia, 
Dave A. Mimichino, Adalina 
Mendez, Esther Mercedes, Julie A. 
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Honored by a scholarship 


File photo 


NECC HAS received a $50,000 donation from an 
anonymous donor to create a scholarship honoring 
Harold Lynch of North Andover. Each year a “student 
who is underprivileged but striving hard to succeed 
in spite of personal hardship and/or handicap” will 
benefit from the scholarship. Lynch, left, is presented 
with a plaque by President David Hartleb. 


Messenger Justin J. Metzner, 
Patricia A. Michelin, Frederick R. 
Moakley, Priscilla G. Monson, Evsey 
M. Moroz, Janice Morris, Belkis 
Moscat, Fausto Moscat, Beth L. 
Moynahan, Heather A. Muniz, 
Brian X. Murphy, Maureen E. 
Murphy, Nathan T. Murray, Donny 
Mustapha, 
N, 0 
Carmen L. Navarro, Chau Ngo, 
Kien Ngo, Thang Nguyen, Thanh 
Nguyen, W.T. Nolan, Lois M. 
Noonan, Joanne M. Northover, Ana 
E. Nunez, Maria Nunez, Cori A. 
O'Brien, Melissa L. O’Brien, 
Meghan E. O’Clare, Sophon Ok, 
Wanda L. Oka, Ebru Oksar, Treasa 
O'Riordan, Jose A. Orozco, Rebecca 
J. Ouellette, 
P 
Laurie L. Padre, Amanda F. 
Pancorbo, Susan A. Paolino, 
Frances Pappalardo, Joseph E. 
Paradis, Emmy L. Paris, Brad M. 
Parker, AmandaJ. Parkhurst, Chris- 
tina A. Parolisi, Susan R. Paul, 
Athanasios Pavlakakis, Janice A. 
Pawlick, David B. Peddle, Robert 
H. Pedersen, Janet L. Pedreira, Janet 
D. Pelletier, Julie A. Pelletier, 
Mariela L. Pelletier, Laura-Leigh 
Percival, Raymond A. Perron, 
Laurie A. Perry, Thuy M. Pham, 
Lan N. Pha, Van K. Phan, Dawn M. 
Philbrook, Amanda E. Pillsbury, 
Rolika E. Pimentel, Kathy M. 
Pitocchelli, Mary E. Polanco, 
Racquel Polanco, Alenoosh A. 
Pourmand, Jason R. Prescott, Ber- 
nard J. Provencher, Ana C. Puello, 
Heather M. Putney, 
R 
Michelle A. Rajotte, Rhina 
Ramon, Natalie M. Ramos, Susan 
M. Raymond, Tara J. Reardon, 
Nichole S. Recht, Candida Rentas, 
Susan T. Reynolds, Alexandra 
Reynoso, Arlene L. Riendeau, Sh- 
annon N. Rigsby, Erin P. Ring, Ana 
L. Rivera, Maria L. Rivera, Venus D. 
Rivera, James C. Riviezzo, Eva P. 
Robebek, Michael R. Rocheford, 
Erica A. Rock, Belkis Rodriguez, 
Maritza Rodriguez, Daniel B. Roger, 
Jason S. Rogers, Diane L. Rohner, 
Olga I. Rohner, Mercedes Roman, 
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Laurie A. Romano, Christopher J. 
Rosado, Kathryn A. Rose, Inta I. 
Ross, Shirley A. Rutherford, 
Ss 

Esdras S. Sabino, Daniel 
Salgado, Laura M. Santos, Melissa 
F. Savinelli, Amy E. Scharn, Day- 
ton H. Schlosser, Virginia W. 
Schulte, Susan M. Scuito, Valeriy 
Schwartz, Emily M. Seluta, Yajaira 
D. Serrata, Amy L. Sewade, Tina 
Sheperd, Dennis J. Sherlock, Mat- 
thew R. Shrull, Guadalupe M. Si- 
erra, Vanessa J. Silva, Lobov A. 
Siniavski, Pavel N. Siniavski, Mat- 
thewJ.Skladany, Jodi M. Smeltzer, 
Paul M. Soucy Jr., Robert T. Spoon, 
Susan M. Standring, JohnJ. Stanton 
Jr.. Drew T. Steadman, Paul M. 
Stenson, Kurt J. Stephan, Gregory 
A. Stevenson Jr., Sonya L. St. Pierre, 
MichaelJ. Sugrue, Jamie L. Sullivan, 
Susan M. Sullivan, Eric L. 
Sundquist, James G. Swart, Evon 
A. Swenson, 

Ly 

Michael B. Tarantino, James A. 
Taylor, Maureen P. Thomas, Ann 
T. Thompson, Karen E. Thompson, 
Beverly A. Thorn, Kimberly J. 
Thorne, Brandie J. Thornton, Nicole 
J. Tidd, Corie L. Tinkham, Jamie L. 
Tobin, Margarita Torres, Thuy T. 
Tran, James A. Trefethen, Robin L. 
Tremblay, Derrell W. Troche, Mat- 
thew E. Trombly, Maria E. Trovato, 
Andy Truong, Jennifer A. Truppner, 
Miranda E. Trussell, Cenk Tuncok, 
Stacy S. Twersky, 

U,V, 
W, Y, Z 

Digna Urena, Elinet Urena, Vic- 
torA. Urena, Alexander]. Uszynski, 
Ana E. Veloz, Andrily A. Venikov, 
Eileen P. Vets, ThaoT. Vu, Jamie M. 
Walsh, Jennifer C. Walsh, Jeffrey 
R. Wardle, Jalal S. Wassouf, 
Marianella C. Watanbe, Steven D. 
Watkins, Keith D. Weightman, 
Maria T. Wells, Beth A. White, 
Katherine M. White, Genai L. 
Wickey, Julie A. Winward, Victoria 
L. Wojdylak, Marvin H. Woltering, 
Andrea R. Worster, Paul J. 
Yachimski, Michael L. Young, 
Christina R. Youssef, Svetlana 
Zinland 
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Orientation Special Section: 


Welcome to NECC 


S. Merrill illustration 


NORTHERN ESSEX has many services to help its students. Read this guide 


to learn about a few of them. 


Advising center expands its 


® Students now are 
able to find answers to 
an array of questions 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Impulse Editor 


ast Spring, the Advising Center was 
moved from a hallway at Spurk to B- 


202 as a pilot program awaiting final 
word on its future. It has since proved to be 
a valuable part of services offered to stu- 
dents and faculty and the program has 
received permanent status. 

The center, equipped with its own tele- 
phone and computer, provides a higher 
quality advising service to students as it can 
now access transcripts, QPA, assessment 
scores and referrals for tutoring and career 
counseling with the touch of a button or a 
phone call. 

Faculty advisers have found it to be a 
valuable resource of training and informa- 
tion on updated curriculum and program 
changes so they can be well-informed and 
educated while performing their advising 
functions. 

While the scope of services available is 
vast, the advising center was developed to 
help students when faculty advisers are not 
available. 

“Students should understand that this is 
notareplacement for their faculty adviser,” 
said Paula Strangie, advising center direc- 
tor. “It was designed to strengthen and 
enhance the work of the adviser.” 

Students bring many questions to the 
advising center. Most are seeking academic- 
type help regarding degree and certificate 
requirements, course selection, and trans- 
fer issues, while others stop by to find out 
who their adviser is or to seek career and/or 
personal counseling. 

Graduate students of NECC looking to 
return to college to upgrade work skills or 
to earn another degree for career changes 
have also found help at the center along 


Helping hand 


@ President advises 
students to take full 
advantage of college’s 
support network 


To our new students, 


Welcome to Northern Essex Com- 
munity College. As a new stu- 
dent, you must have some anxiety 
about your classes and other new 
experiences here. 

Pursuing a college degree or cer- 
tificate can be a challenge, espe- 
cially when juggling classes with 
jobs, family and other responsibili- 
ties. 

We recognize this at Northern 
Essex and are committed to provid- 
ing you with the personal attention 
and support networks to help you 
succeed. 

Fortunately, we have an experi- 
enced faculty and staff who care 
about you and are committed to 
helping you. 

In fact, our greatest professional 
satisfaction is seeing our students 
complete their goals. 

As you begin your time here at 
Northern Essex, please know that 
you are not alone. 

If you have questions, be sure to 
ask your professor, or visit your 
adviser or one of our counselors. 
We have many people who want to 
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PAULA STRANGIE is ready to help those in need at the Advising Center. 


with high school students who needed reg- 
istration assistance to fulfill graduation 
requirements. 

One of the new services provided by the 
advising center is counseling for probation- 
ary issues which were previously handled 


by the dean of students. Students are now 
directed to the Advising Center where they 
can discuss their status and plans for im- 
proving grades. 

This information is forwarded to the 
student’s faculty adviser along with evalu- 


We're Here For You 


9 

We're here to help 

File photo 
DAVID HARTLEB’s open-door policy 
allows students to visit and talk 
about their concerns. His office is 
located on the top floor of Bentley 
Library in A-305 and his office tele- 
phone number is 556-3855. 


assist you and they are easy to ap- 
proach. 

Also, know that I have an open- 
door policy and welcome the oppor- 
tunity to talk with students. 

On behalf of all our faculty and 
staff, I wish you the very best. 


President David Hartleb 


Services 


ation forms from teachers. The feedback is 
then used to help the students make neces- 
sary changes in a timely fashion. 

Strangie has worked diligently through 
the spring and summer developing the 
program with the assistance of volunteer 
faculty who helped staff the center from 10 
a.m. tol p.m. daily and two evenings a week. 

She said the number of students helped 
in B-202 was four times greater than those 
who stopped at the Spurk location and 
included a population of students who had 
not previously found their way to the table 
in the hallway. 

The close proximity to the admissions 
and registrar’s offices, women’s resource 
network and other academic services has, 
in part, resulted in the success of the pro- 
gram. 

Strangie is pleased that her proposal for 
adding staff members has been approved. 
Up to now, the center’s staff consisted of 
herselfas director, faculty adviser and coor- 
dinator of services; one part-time work 
study student who provided secretarial as- 
sistance; and the volunteer faculty mem- 
bers. 

She will now have three assistant faculty 
advisers, one full-time clerk and three part- 
time academic advisers in addition to the 
volunteer help. 

Once the new staff is in place she plans 
to extend the center’s daily hours and to 
include evenings at both campuses. She is 
also looking for larger space to accommo- 
date the center’s growing needs. 

Currently the center is open 9 a.m. to 5 
p-m., Monday through Thursday, with some 
evening hours available on Mondays and 
Wednesdays. While students are welcomed 
to walk in, she strongly recommends mak- 
ing appointments for the later hours. 

Strangie envisions the advising center 
as a friendly “hot line” for general informa- 
tion. In coordination and planning with 
assessment, admissions and registration, it 
will be a vehicle for communicating cur- 
riculum and academic changes to the col- 
lege community as a whole. 


@ Pages8, 9 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Sept. 3, 1997 


Common 
sense 
planning 


© VP wants to help eliminate 
stress and create a friendly 
atmosphere at NECC 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Impulse Editor 


he early weeks of the fall semester are always 
hectic, but this year, the college community will 
be greeted with vast changes in personnel, reorga- 
nization of departments and the ramifications of the 
recent UPS strike which could put a snag in book orders. 

However, the revamping. of programs and depart- 
ments at NECC promise a more efficient flow of services 
to students with an emphasis on common sense plan- 
ning and the creation of a campus ambience to ensure 
unity, enrichment and energy. 

“I really want this place to take life,” said Mary Ellen 
Ashley, vice president of enrollment management and 
student services, who engineered the reconstruction of 
departments, grouping all related services under the 
same “umbrella.” 

Ashley wants to take all the hassle out of student’s 
campus life so they will have time to partake in other 
activities which will enrich their learning. 

“We exhaust people trying to figure out the normal 
roads to take,” she said of the past enrollment proce- 
dures and student services. 

She has invested much time studying the history of 
services, programs, budget procedures and enrollment 
at NECC and saw the need for change. 

The advising center, previously located in the hall- 
way of Spurk, was moved to B-202 with close proximity 
to admissions, registration and academic dean’s offices, 
to provide a smooth flow of information and services to 
students. 

The placement center, previously located in the 
student center, was grouped with the newly named 
Career Development Center on the third floor of the 
Spurk Building under the direction of Rose Dittmer. 

In the sports department, Ashley reconstructed some 
jobs and eliminated others in an effort to organize and 
manage people. As a result, some part-time jobs were 
eliminated or combined in favor of more full-time 
positions. 

“It all has to make sense,” Ashley said. 

One of the new umbrella programs will be College 
Life and Healthy Living which will include athletics, 
intramurals and recreation, student health, student 
activities and the fitness center. While these are cur- 
rently housed in different areas on campus, she plans to 
group them together at some future date. 

“People will be working together to promote health, 
well-being, balance and fun,” Ashley said. “This is the 
college experience for everyone where students can 
choose what to partake in.” 

Her idea to reconstitute services is directly related to 
NECC's declining enrollment. 

“We can have a niche to really show students we care 
about them so that students don’t leave,” she said. 

Ashley wants to make part-time students feel part of 
college life and the community where everyone comes 
together as a team with new energy to help students 
who want to make things happen. 

She plans to offer professional and cultural experi- 
ences to students to help cultivate other interests by 
scheduling speakers, films, music, open discussions and 
art shows which she believes are as vital to college life 
as basic learning. 

Plans for official orientation programs are several 
weeks away. They may include student focus month, 
fitness clubs, and mandatory financial aid workshops to 
help students learn the criteria before making bad 
program choices. 

She also plans to have information tables available in 
each building during the month of September to help 
students find their way. 

Job fairs to establish a network to the community are 
also planned. All programs will be widely publicized 
before they begin. 

Vast reconstruction can take much time and a persis- 
tent nature to accomplish, but Ashley's vision for the 
future at NECC involves “remarkable changes,” she said. 

“It may not be exactly where I want to go, but it will 
be different than it is now.” 

She wants the ambience at NECC to be comfortable 
and pleasant. 

With the combined efforts of everyone she said, “I 
think we can do a lot.” 


SCOSSSSHSHSSHSSSHSSHHSSSSHSSSHESSHSSSHHSHHSHSHSHHOHHHOSSHSSHSSHHHSEHOHSHHSHSSHSESHSOSSHESHHTHSEESTOSEOCOBSESTEHOSE 


Orientation Spe 


Support centers of 


© Don’t give up; assistance and 
guidance are available in math, 
reading and writing labs 


house as students scurry to their classes, teachers struggle 
to remember everyone’s name, and beyond all that, 
there’s still homework and exams. 

If you find yourself having a hard time with Shakespeare or 
you just can’t figure out why 6x+3=15, there are people who 
can help you. 

The college’s academic support center offers a number of 
programs for students, including the math, reading and 
writing labs, available to all students free of charge. 

The three centers are run on a drop-in basis, so you don’t 
need to set up an appointment. The extra help is free and the 
tutors can assist students on either an individual or group 
basis. 

In the math lab, tutors have a range of expertise and help 
students working on basic math up to calculus. 

In addition, the lab offers classes to students on an indi- 
vidual basis, meaning you pay the same price as a regular 
class, except there is only one student. These classes are 
offered in basic math and basic algebra on a limited basis. 

So what do students get out of the math center? 

“Our biggest assets are our individualized tutoring and our 
staff,” said Linda Murphy, math center coordinator. “We have 
a qualified staff trained in math, which is sympathetic to 
students’ needs.” 

The math center deals with students’ math anxiety, not 
pi math skills. She said some students have specific prob- 

ems in math, and these problems can be detected so students 
can be placed in the appropriate classes. 

And if you get hungry at the math lab, Bob Hawes, staff 
assistant, makes a fresh pot of soup each day, which he sells 
to students at 25 cents a bowl. They also keep a fresh pot of 
coffee at all times. 

Murphy said the math lab is popular with students and is 
sometimes filled to capacity during key hours, “so come early 
before the seats are full.” 

The math center is open weekdays, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and in 
the evening, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday. 


Pe the next couple of weeks, NECC is going to be a mad 


People To Cont: 


Do you need help finding your way arou 
Advising Center: Haverhill, B202, Paula Strangie 


Assessment Center: Haverhill, Spurk 208 Ange 
Bertolino, 738-7429. 


Bridges to Success: Haverhill: Spurk 200B, Patri 


~ English Language Center: Haverhill, Spurk 207, 
Alan Hislop, 738-7458. 


. Math Center: Haverhill, Spurk 210, Linda Murp 
738-7425. 


» PACE: Haverhill: Spurk 200A, Karen Blanchard, 


Reading Center: Haverhill, Spurk 211, Mary Ro 
738-7425. 


Writing Center: Haverhill, Spurk 205, Diane Go 


The reading lab helps students on an individual basis with 
reading and studying skills. The lab is mostly used by students 
taking basic and college reading programs, said coordinator 
Mary Roche, but all students are encouraged to stop in and get 
help working out their problems. 

“We help students with reading anxiety, note taking skills 
or with vocabulary techniques,” she said. “We work (with 
students) on an individual basis and all students are welcome. 
We try to help those who really need to bring their skills up 
to a higher reading level.” 

The employees in the reading lab work to help students 
handle college level textbooks and to enhance their reading 
skills. 

“We're very supportive of the students,” Roche said. “We 
put them in contact with people on our staff to help them out 
with problems. Our people are always willing to talk to 
(students) and listen. The academic support center staffs 
people who really can relate to students, their problems and 


Details, details: they're all here 


Academic information: 

Cancellation of classes /Campus closing information line 

556-3002 (voice) 556-3303 (for hard of hearing) 

College closings due to weather conditions or emergencies 
are broadcast on the following radio stations: 

WBZ-AM/1030—Boston 

WEEI-AM/590—Boston 

WHDH-AM/850—Boston 

WHAV-AM/1490—Haverhill 

WNBP-AM/1450—Newburyport 

News of college closings can also be seen on the following 
television stations: 

WBZ-TV/Channel 4—Boston 

WCVB-TV/Channel 5—Boston 

WHDH-TV/Channel 7—Boston 

Individual class cancellations are posted outside the class- 
room on the scheduled day. Students can also call the college’s 
main number 556-3000 and ask for the instructor’s assistant 
dean's office. 

Changing programs/majors 

Students should go to the admissions and registrar's 
offices to complete a change of program form if they wish to 
change their major. Some programs have early deadlines, so 
be sure not to procrastinate. 

Adding/dropping a course 

Students may drop a course by completing the applicable 
part of a drop/add form at the registrar's office. All course 
changes must be approved by your adviser prior to submission 
at the registrar’s office. 

Refund policy 

For courses dropped within 
seven calendar days of the start- 
ing date of the class, 100 per- 
cent of tuition and fees is re- 
funded. For courses dropped 
between seven and 14 calendar 
days of the starting date of the 
class, 50 percent of tuition is 
refunded. For noncredit 
courses, 100 percent of tuition 
and fees is refunded if the class 
is dropped prior to the first 
meeting for the class and 50 
percent is refunded ifthe course 
is dropped prior to the second 
class meeting. 

Withdrawal from the col- 


Best seller 


Stop by today. 


NECC’S BOOKSTORE offers more than textbooks. 


lege 

Students should fill out a withdrawal form available at the 
admissions office. If students drop all courses without filling 
out the form, they will receive a WF grade on their transcript. 

General information: 

Bookstores 

The bookstores are located in the student center in Haver- 
hill and in the lower level in Lawrence. The bookstore at each 
campus carries all required texts for courses offered at that 
campus. The store offers a variety in supplies, career guides, 
study aids and a large software and electronics section. 

Problems related to the summer UPS strike may affect the 
service of the bookstores early this year. The bookstores rely 
on UPS for deliveries, which have been coming in at a slow 
rate. 

Joe Belanger, bookstore manager, hopes to have all books 
available by the start of classes. He asks that any remaining 
orders be placed as soon as possible. 

The Haverhill store is open Monday, Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday 9 to 6:30 and Friday 9 to 4 
(Telephone: 556-3999). The Lawrence bookstore is open Mon- 
day through Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Telephone: 686-4158). 

Bus service 

Monthly bus passes are available for use on the Merrimack 
Valley Regional Transit Authority bus lines at the Haverhill 
student activities office. The monthly bus schedule is posted 
in the student center lobby in Haverhill and at the student 
activities office in Lawrence. For more information, call 1-800- 

5 231-RIDE. 

Child care 

The Little Sprouts Child En- 
richment Center is located in 
the gymnasium of the Haver- 
hill campus. The center offers 
full or part-time day care for 
children from three months 
through kindergarten from 
7:15 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. For more 
information, call 556-6133. For 
information on Lawrence day 
care services, call 689-9980. 

Computer Labs — B-build- 
ing third floor and A-111 Hav- It 
erhill/Lawrence 

All currently enrolled NECC 
students are welcome to use 
the computer labs during open 
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At NECC 


There’s someone to help you: 
5-3805. 


uarino, 556-3409, Lawrence, Donna 


ose, 556-3404. 


bara Rozman at 556-3408, Lawrence, 
556-3848, Lawrence, L-200, Rob Georato, 


-3403. 


556-3844, Lawrence, L-200, Rob Georato, 


56-3406. 


supportive.” 

reading lab hours roughly run from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
y through Thursday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday. 
Spurk 211 for an updated listing on the Haverhill 
s, and L-200 in Lawrence. 

idition to the other centers, the writing lab offers one- 
help to students. 

help students who don’t know how to start a paper, or 
a draft, we give assistance,” said Diane Gori, coordina- 
he writing center. 

ig the writing center is a requirement for students in 
Titing classes, but it’s open to all students. 

offer help with poetry and fiction and I’ve read 
try lab reports, psychology papers, business papers, 
1g that deals with writing,” Gori said. 

lab helps students with writing on the whole, every- 
om developing an outline to coming up with a lead to 
ons and run-on sentences. 


“Sometimes it only takes, ‘I think we 
could do this, this and this’ to make a stron- 
ger paper,” she said. 

If students can’t connect with their in- 
structor, Gori feels the labs are an excellent 
resource. 

“You have a place to go find out if you’re 
on the right track and if you have questions 
and you need someone to answer them, 
we're here,” she said. 

The writing lab also has some computers 
for people who need to learn word process- 
ing or polish their skills. 

Perhaps the greatest asset of the labs is 
“you would pay $25-30 an hour for this in the 
outside world — here it’s free,” Gori said. 

The writing lab is open from 9 a.m. to 4 
p-m. every weekday and from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 

For students looking to their immediate 
future, the college offers the Pathway to 
Academic & Career Excellence program. PACE 
is geared to help students, free of charge, to 
enhance their personal and academic skills 
and to help land them a spot at a four-year 
college. The program involves assessment, 
advising, tutoring, evaluations and career 
counseling. 

The college also offers an English Lan- 
guage Center for international and bilingual 
students looking to enhance their English, 
both in writing and speaking. It is run on a 
drop-in basis for students who need more 
help with any class work or computer-as- 
sisted instruction. 

For more information on the Haverhill 
campus, drop by Spurk 205 or call Barbara 
Rozman at 556-3408; in Lawrence visit L-200, 
or call Alan Hislop at 738-7458. 

The Peer Tutoring Center provides stu- 
dents with tutorial assistance in content area 
courses only; it’s available during the day. 

So if you’re in need of assistance or you 
want to find out more about these programs 
or others at NECC, check out the chart above 
for people to contact. 


Assessing your future 


FROM THE Advising to Academic Support Centers, several kinds 
of student assistance are available. 
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in this listing of vital campus information 


osted outside the rooms. Walk-in labs are staffed by 
al assistants to help with printing and system errors. 
ected that students get specific software and seek help 
\eir instructors. 

Tgency/Security 

2rhill campus—emergency hotline - ext. 2222. The 
operator handles these calls immediately. 

srhill campus security officers are on duty 24 hours a 
e Office is located in the Spurk112-A or dial 3689. 
sence Campus—Emergency Hotline - ext. 7499 from 
apus phone. 

ence campus security is located in the Atrium or dial 


mobile on-campus accidents—Spurk 104 in Haverhill, 
lobby in Lawrence. 

ise of an accident on college property involving auto 
i, a NECC accident report must be completed and 
in to the security office within five days. A separate 
t report must be completed and filed with the Haver- 
awrence police departments, depending upon which 
the accident occurs on. 

‘acting a student in an emergency: 

mtact a Haverhill campus student in the event of an 
acy, call the registrar’s office at 556-3724. A message 
delivered to the student in class or at his/her next 
ed class. 

mtact a Lawrence campus student, call administrative 
at 738-7475. A message will be delivered to the student 
or at his/her next scheduled class. 

tity offices handle all lost and found property. Stu- 
laiming property will be asked to provide proper 
ration. 

cial aid—B-217 Haverhill/L-103 Lawrence 

|dition to the college catalog, the financial aid office 
} information on various programs available to stu- 
mancial assistance is provided through several sources 
fudent may receive a combination of more than one 
tid. The amount and type of financial aid is governed 
al, state and college regulations. 

nore information, call Deb Leduke at 556-3653. 
irds—B-219 Haverhill 

ID is the lower part of the class schedule sent to you. 
2s you to take out library material, use intramural 
; or audiovisual equipment, gain admittance to the 
um facilities including the Fitness and Recreation 
and receive discounts or free admission to events 
ed by the college. If you have lost your ID card, contact 


the registrar’s office at the Haverhill campus. 

In compliance with student requests, picture I.D.'s will be 
available in the near future. While not mandatory, the cards 
will be a more effective means of identification. For more 
information, contact Nora Sheridan at 556-3625. 

Library 

The libraries at both campuses maintain collections which 
support the college’s academic programs, and provide for the 
research needs of the students. Quiet and group study space 
is available and professional librarians are on duty to assist 
with research and answer questions. Library patrons can 
search for books by using a computerized on-line catalog. 

Parking 

Haverhill campus: Lots 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 are designated 
student parking lots. Any person who must leave a vehicle on 
campus overnight for emergency reasons must notify security 
before leaving campus. Visitor/staff parking is in lots 2 and 3. 
Handicapped parking is available in all lots. Applications for 
handicapped permits may be obtained at the Learning 
Accomodations Center. 

Lawrence campus: Parking is available to students and staff 


‘at the campus and in parking lots on Common Street. Curb- 


side parking is not advised. Handicapped parking is available 
in the campus parking lot. 
Past due obligations—B-216 Haverhill/L-100 Lawrence 


The college has the right to withhold student transcripts 
and /or grades until all borrowed material has been returned 
and all financial obligations to the college are met. Disciplin- 
ary action may also be taken against a student who fails to 
meet these obligations. 

Scholarships—B-217, B-216 Haverhill/L-100 Lawrence 

Contact the financial aid office or check the college for a list 
of scholarships available. 

Voter Registration—F-133 Haverhill/L-105 Lawrence 

Massachusetts mail-in registration forms are available 
from the student activities offices at the Haverhill and Lawrence 
campuses. 


Handicapped/disabled evacuation 

People with mobility impairments who are unable to use 
the stairs should familiarize themselves with the designated 
evacuation areas on both campuses. Any questions should be 
addressed to the Learning Accomodations Center at the Hav- 
erhill campus, room F-115. The elevator is not to be used for 
fire evacuation. Disabled/handicapped individuals will be evacu- 
ated via stairwells as quickly and safely as possible. Handi- 
capped evacuation areas have been clearly marked with red 
signs in each building. These will serve as centralized areas 
where individuals will be assisted in getting out of the 
building. 


Quick Reference Guide 


If you're looking somewhere for assistance, check out this guide: 


Problem 


Absences 

Academic questions 
Adviser assignments 
Athletics/sports 
Books/supplies 

Bus info. 

Childcare 

Clubs etc. 

Coop education 
FAX 

Grievances 

Health issues 

Apt. listings 
Photocopies 


Who to see In Haverhill In Lawrence 
your instructor 
your adviser 
Academic Services 
Athletic’s office 
Bookstore 

Student Activities 
Little Sprout’s 
Student Activities 
Career Dev. Center 
Student Activities 
Student Services 
Student Health 
Student Activities 
Campus Library 


L-105 
Lower level 
L-105 
L-151 
L-105 
Spurk 300-D N/A 
F-133 L-133 
B-209 L-100 
F-112 L-134 
F-133 L-105 
Lobby Lobby 
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Orientation Special Section 


One stop career counseling now available 


® Offers students many 
opportunities outside of 


the classroom 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Impulse Editor 


Department celebrated 20 years of 


I ast year the Cooperative Education 
offering work/study opportunities to 


students and was proud to include commu- 
nity service as a component of academic 
studies. 

Now known as the Career Development 
Center, it has added job search services for 
NECC students, alumni and community 
members in conjunction with a varied ca- 
reer counseling staff who arrange on-cam- 
pus recruitment programs and job fairs. 

Rose Dittmer, assistant dean and direc- 
tor of the Center is excited about the “One 
Stop Career Center” now available under 


one roof. 

“We're pulling all like things together,” 
said Dittmer about the combined services. 

The job search activities provide assess- 
ment on career readiness, assistance with 
decision making, resume writing and job 
search workshops; help for students in 
writing introduction and cover letters; 
preparation for students for informational 
interviews,‘and linking of students to pro- 
fessional organizations and networks. to 
help expose them to potential job contacts 


and industry trends. 

Whether a first-time job seeker or vet- 
eran, the center offers a wide array of 
services including Career Counseling, Job 
Placement, Work Study Information and 
Placement, Cooperative Education Intern- 
ships, Directed Practice Placements, Walk- 
in Career Packaging, Adult Co-ops, Pre Co- 
Ops, and One Stop Job Search programs for 
community members. 

The Career Development Center is lo- 
cated in Spurk 300-D, ext. 3721. 


Common Questions Answered 1996-97 Academic Calendar 


FALL 1996 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 3-6 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 27 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Q. Where can I find out about program requirements and/or courses? 
A. Advising Center, 556-3805, B - 202 

Q. What programs and services are available in Lawrence? 

A. Lawrence campus, 738-7000 

Q. I need help deciding which program best meets my interests and abilities. Where 
do I go? 

A. Career Development Center, 556-3675, C - 300 

Q. Where do I apply for admission? Where do I go to change my program? 
A. Admissions, 556-3600, B - 219 

Q. Where would I go to find out about services for a student with disability? 
A. Learning Accommodations Center, 556-3654, Student Center 

Q, Where do I get work experience related to my program? 

A. Career Development Center, 556-3675, C - 300 

Q. Where do | sign up for courses? 

A. Registrar, 556-3406, C - 209 

Q. Where do I pay my bill? 

A. Bursar, 556—3895, B - 216 

Q. Who do I see for veteran's services? 

A. Financial Aid & Special Services, 556-3650, B-217 

Q. Do you have programs in other countries? 

A. Study Abroad Program, 556-3806, B-204 

Q. Where can I get help with study skills or tutoring? 

A. Advising Center, 556-3805, B-202 

Q. Where do students get help with personal difficulties? 

A. Counseling, 556-3790, F -121 

Q. How do | get a job? 

A. Career Development Center, 556-3721, C - 300 

Q. Where do I apply for financial aid? 

A. Financial Aid & Special Services, 556-3650, B - 217 

Q. Do you offer CUE’s, non credit courses, GED preparation? 

A. Continuing Education, 556-3800, B - 204 

Q. Where can I find out about transferring to another college? 

A. Counseling Office, 556-3790, F - 121 


Labor Day - college closed 

Professional Day 

Fall Semester and Session I classes begin 
Registration and Course Drop & Add Period 
Advising meetings, Day faculty and students 
Last day to drop a Session I course with a “W” 
Columbus Day - college closed 

Session I, FINALS Day. for M & W classes 
Session I, FINALS Day for T & Th classes 

CLL, Audits, and Co - op forms due at Registrar's 
Session Il, Eight Week classes begin 

Session I, Grades due at Registrar’s by 4 p.m. 
Fall Graduation Petitions due at Registrar’s 
Last day to drop a semester course with a “W” 
Spring advising & registration period begins 
Veterans Day recess - college closed 

Day classes meet as scheduled 

Thanksgiving recess begins at 5 p.m., 

College closed and no classes 

Last day to drop a Session II course with a “W” 
Fall Final Grade Rosters issued to faculty 
Reading Day, no DAY classes 

Monday evening classes meet as scheduled 
Session II FINALS for “M” & “W” classes 
Session II FINALS for “T” & “Th” classes 
FINALS Period, day and evening classes 

Fall Semester officially ends after Finals 

Dec. 23 Grades due at Registrar’s by 4 p.m. 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day - college closed 

Dec. 25 - Jan. 4 Winter Recess - college closed 

Dec. 31 Fall degrees and certificates are posted 

Jan. 1 New Year’s Day - college closed 

Jan. 6 Fall grades mailed 


Nov. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 20 


WHERE? vasa 


Haverhill Campus - . Student Center 
- Spurk Building 


_ WHAT? 


Full breakfast, burgers, fries, pizza, salad, fruit,and 
deli bars,Mrs.Fields cookies, Friendly's ice cream, 
Columbo frozen yogurt, Arizona ice teas, and 

.... MOES Famous Italian Sandwiches!! 


Student Center: 


Jitters Coffeehouse: Starbucks Coffee, bagels, 
sandwiches and more 


When? 


Student Center: 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Spurk Bldg.: 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 


a Eh er pede 2 lh 
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Overseas 
adventures 


@ Student receives an 
$11,000 scholarship to 
continue exploring the 
world 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
News Editor 


passion for travel has led one NECC 
Az down a path towards India. 

Christopher B. Leonard of Merrimac 
will be able to continue his explorations of 
the world with the help of NECC’s overseas 
program. 

“In the last five years I’ve spent nearly 
halfofthe time out ofthe country,” Leonard 
said. “Since I had the winters off, I headed 
to Central America and got travel savvy.” 

Leonard, a liberal arts/international re- 
lations major, has received an $11,000 schol- 
arship from the National Security Educa- 
tion Program and now will be one of about 
20 U.S. college students to take part in this 
new study abroad program. For eight 
months he plans to study a new culture. 

“I was sick of being a tourist with a 
backpack, I wanted more structure,” he 
said. “With my love for travel it made sense 
to put the two together.” 

The program is a directed study, which 
means Leonard will talk with Indian teach- 
ers to decide what should be studied and 
researched. The choices will include envi- 
ronmental issues, such as pollution and 
recycling and sanitation concerns, like the 
sewage systems and garbage disposal, then 
how the villages are affected by these exist- 
ing problems. 

He will report his progress to the U.S. 
government using questionnaires in order 
to continue receiving aid. The scholarship 
is exchanged for the student agreeing to 
work in a national security position or 
higher education after graduation, to help 
improve national relations between the 
two countries, 

Leonard wants to use this trip as a life 
learning tool, as he has done on his prior 
trips to Latin America. 

“I hope to come out with a better per- 
spective on how to gauge a country’s hard- 
ships in a broader view. Then you come 
back here and realize you have a good 
chance to change your life, whereas in Latin 
America there is zero chance.” 

He left for Bangladore University in 
Bangladore, India Aug. 25. He will study 
Hindi Language, History of Modern India 
and India’s Culture, plus take part in a 


community service project. 

Bangladore University was founded in 
1964 and is primarily responsible for post- 
graduate education and research, while 
undergraduate courses are conducted at 
the affiliated liberal arts colleges, Engineer- 
ing, Medical, Law and other professional 
colleges. 

India is comprised of 25 states and seven 
union territories. Its government is based 
on the British parliament and its Constitu- 
tion is similar to the U.S. and British Consti- 
tutions. 

Bangladore, capital of the state 
Karnataka, is located in south India. It has 
a population of four million people and has 
great diversity, including centuries of cul- 
tural and religious traditions, like Muslim 
architecture, Hindu temples and British 
built cities, but the city is now becoming 
known as the software capital of India. 

Sixteen languages, including widely spo- 
ken English, can be heard in the cities, but 
Leonard hopes to become a complete com- 
municator. 

“I’m more interested in communication 
than language. By speaking Hindi I'd prob- 
ably get more respect, more smiles and be 
looked in the eye by at least trying to speak 
the language.” 

In his travels to Central American coun- 
tries like Honduras, El Salvador and most 
recently Ecuador, he said he’s been at times 
very uncomfortable, lonely, sick and hun- 
gry, but it hasn’t been too big ofa sacrifice. 
He hopes by staying longer in India the 
experience will be more complete. 

“Hopefully being there for two semes- 
ters will help me feel more like a citizen and 
I'll.be based in a foreign country for diplo- 
matic relations, shuttling information back 
here.” 

When in each new country, one of the 
things he enjoys doing most is just talking 
to the local citizens about politics on the 
street corner. It is part of the way how he 
attempts to get back to earth. 

Leonard wants to establish a self-sus- 
taining business in India in order to help 
better develop the country. He hopes this 
experience will put him on a diplomatic 
career path after he graduates. 

He said he began traveling on instinct 
after high school and first headed down to 
Belize, Mexico and Guatemala out of curios- 
ity. At first he admits to being scared to 
death, but English speaking Belize eased 
him in and he has found foreign countries 
to be more friendly sometimes. 

“You see the people all have hardships of 
hunger and poverty, but the easy side can 
be simple, relaxing and fun,” he said. 


Chris Leonard 


“I hope to come out with 
a better perspective on 
how to gauge a country’s 
hardships in a broader 
view. Then you come back 


here and realize you have 
a good chance to change 
your life, whereas in 
Latin America there is 
zero chance.” 
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@ One student shares 
stories of her summer 
97 trip to Seville 


By CAROLYN DRAGO 
Features Editor 


Te summer, NECC student, Shannon 
Lecolst, spent 11 days earning college 
credits and learning a new culture in 
Seville, Spain, as part of the overseas pro- 
gram. 

Lecolst, 21, left for Seville July 19 to 
arrive in a place she describes as “quaint 
with beautiful sights that would blow you 
away.” Initially, she felt lonely and over- 
whelmed but said, “Here I was in this 
strange world all alone and I didn’t know 
what to do or say. It was funny. All I could 
do is laugh.” 

Lecolst said that it didn’t take long to 
adjust to life in Seville, and communicating 
with people was easier than she thought. 

“The little Spanish I had learned and the 
English my Spanish family and friends knew 
was just enough to meet halfway,” she said. 

Lecolst stayed with the Hernandez fam- 
ily, where she had three house brothers and 
a house mother. 

“They were really nice people,” Lecolst 
said. “Despite language and cultural differ- 
ences, everybody was friendly and under- 
standing.” 

A part of their culture that impressed 
Lecolst was their strong sense of family 
values and religion. 

“Every day the city would close down 
from 2-6 p.m for fiesta, which is a family 
time,” she said. "The only people on the 
streets were the tourists. I think the idea is 
really nice.” 

Lecolst also respected how religious the 
Spanish culture is. 

“Everybody's Catholic and it really gets 
toyou.I just wanted to start lighting candles 
and praying.” 

As if experiencing one completely new 
culture wasn’t enough, Lecolst also trav- 
eled to Paris, Germany, and Switzerland, 
where she went bungy jumping off a Gon- 
dola. These particular excursions weren’t 
part of the study abroad program. 

“A friend and I just hopped on trains and 
visited all these various countries, it was so 
adventurous.” 

In Seville, Lecolst was introduced to many 
cathedrals and museums she describes as 
“amazing, and beautifully-detailed.” One of 
her favorite sights was the oldest European 
city of Cadiz which is half submerged in the 
ocean. 

Lecolst also witnessed one of Spain’s 
oldest traditions, a Bullfight. 

“It was a cultural shock,” said Lecolst 
“They taunt the bull and then kill him. 
Sometimes they’ll cut an ear off and then 
throw it to the crowd and they’ll all shout 
and cheer. The amount of brutality was 
totally unexpected.” 

Lecolst’s trip to Spain was not all Bull- 
fights and sightseeing, however. As part of 
the abroad experience she needed to earn 
college credits. Every day Lecolst attended 
challenging classes on Basic Spanish Con- 
versation and Spanish History and Culture. 

“The classes helped me to better 
undertand Spanish ways of life. It also gave 
mea good basis for interacting with people, 
even though I seemed to learn more by 
experiencing real situations.” 


Home again 
File photo 


SHANNON LECOLST lists the many 
benefits of the college’s overseas 
program. 


Lecolst admits that being in such an 
exciting place distracted her from her school 
work, having a slight impact on the out- 
come of her grades. 

“I definitely got more out ofthe program 
than my grades show,” Lecolst said. 

Overall, Lecolst calls the abroad experi- 
ence a positive one and recommends that 
everybody at least think about studying 
abroad. 

“Spain was a great place to study abroad,” 
Lecolst said. “It was so powerful. I miss the 
beautiful bridges and riverboats the build- 
ings and especially all the wonderful friends 
I made.” 

NECC offers a wide range of Interna- 
tional programs for students, and students 
may find them more affordable then they 
might think. Lecolst’s trip to Spain cost 
around $1400, not including airfare and 
spending money. 

For information, contact Usha Sellars in 
International Programs in B-204, ext. 3806, 
or call, 1-508-556-3806. 


Haverhill 
Photo j. 
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* Developing supplies 
°B&W film 

¢ Developing Tanks 

¢ Instant Passport Photos 
¢ Frames 

* Enlargements 


» Same Day Developing 
» Special Low NECC 
Student Prices 


Conveniently located at 
Routes 110 and 125 
310 Main Street 
Haverhill 
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Why I listen 
to Brit Pop 


et me state that I do not care for 
L= and R&B music for one main 

reason: it lacks originality. In- 
stead, I have found solace in the 
sounds of Brit Pop. 

What is Brit Pop you ask? Well, it 
is the style of music that has been 
introduced to us by bands such as 
Oasis, Blur and Elastica, but has roots 
that date back to the 1960s. Brit Pop 
is the 90s equivalent to the music of 
the Rolling Stones and the Beatles, 
the music our parents grew up lis- 
tening to, and the music that is still 
as popular today as it was 30 years 
ago. 

The real beginning of modern Brit 
Pop began in the late 80s as the rave 
scene emerged in England. Under- 
ground parties and heavy drug use 
controlled the scene, but the music 
of the Soup Dragons, Happy Mon- 
days and Smartees were an alterna- 
tive to the already popular Smiths, 
Depeche Mode and new Order. This 
is the point in time that we call the 
revival of British pop music. 

From the ’80s, we got new bands 
like Jesus Jones, the Stone Roses and 
Catherine Wheel, all of whom had a 
unique style that fits into the genre 
of “alternative” music. These bands 
also had more appeal and variety 
than what the top-40 was offering. 

British music is more than just 
thick accents and snobbery. It is hard, 
fun and catchy. How many times do 
you find yourself singing along to 
“Wonderwall,” by Oasis, or better 
yet, “Song 2” by Blur with the catchy 
“Whoo-Hoo” opening? These are just 
some of the reasons why Brit Pop is 
fun. It allows us to sing and be silly 
and gives us more than the high 
paced lyrics and vulgarity of the 
street. Brit Pop is not sampling or 
remakes. 

Britain is a front runner in cul- 
ture, soit should come to no surprise 
that the music is catching on quickly 
in the United States. This was the 
case in the 1960s when the Beatles 
broke millions of hearts and gained 
millions of fans. 

In the '70s we heard from the 
progressive David Bowie, then the 
Clash and the Sex Pistols 

The punk scene came to America 
and influenced such bands as Social 
Distortion and the Ramones 

In the ‘80s, we surfed the “new 
wave" with Depeche Mode, the Smiths 
and New Order. Which brings us t 
the 1990s and the success of Oasis 
Blur and Radiohead. The bands ft 
the UK have a well-deserved space 
and following in this country 

This brings me back to the reason 
I like Brit Pop better than anything 
else. Brit Pop allows me to feel the 
freedom of expression, without be- 
ing vulgar and rude. It allows me to 
appreciate the snobbery of the Brit- 
ish, as well as their accents. 

Brit Poppers offer feel-good mu- 
sic that is all their own, and on 
occasion, reach out to people from 
all walks of life. Overall, Brit Pop is 
fun, and we like fun. 

The next time you are at a music 
store and you are bored with Wu- 
Tang, Mariah Carey or Lil’ Kim, pick 
up something by Blur, Oasis or any 
other one word band because they 
are bound to be from England. Who 
knows, what you might hear could 
surprise you, and we all love that. 
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GEORGE by MARK SZORADY 
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Arts & Entertainment Briefs 


Great Woods show causes controversy 


A Big Mistake 


“They made a 
mistake in letting 
that show go on,” 
Madden said. “Ear- 


entertaining 
British comedy 
Aa which stars 
Robert Carlyle 
(“Trainspotting,” 
“Priest”) as the leader of a group of 
unemployed steel workers who decide 
to “bare it all.” 

An entertaining look at the ups and 
downs of unemployment, family and 
good looks. *** 

“Air Bud”- An unrealistic story about 
a boy who befriends a stray dog that can 
play hoops. Disney’s take on a twelve- 
year old with nothing but his best friend. 
Not quite a swish. ** 

“When the Cat's Away”- Lame French 
tale of awoman who leaves for vacation 


ANSFIELD, Mass. (AP)-There’s 
supposed to be an 11 p.m. 
curfew on music events at 
Great Woods. But rain and bad luck 
forced a three-hour delay of the head- 
line hard-core rock band, Rage Against 
the Machine. By the time the band 
finished performing, it was 1:30 a.m. 

Now, Mansfield officials are consid- 
ering penalties for future infractions, 
including suspension of Great Woods’ 
license. 

“I’ve done nothing but answer phone 
calls since 8 a.m., and I was out there 
(Thursday) night until 1:30 a.m.,” Bill 
Madden, chairman of the Mansfield 
Board of Selectmen, told The Boston 
Globe. 


lier in the day it had 
been postponed, and 
it should have stayed 
that way.” 


ton. De la Rocha arrived at Great Woods 


most of the day (Thursday). He finally 
gotit treated and wrapped inacastand 
decided to go ahead with it,” said Epic 
Records spokeswoman Lisa Markowitz. 
By that time, weather problems were 
delaying flights from New York to Bos- 


| and puts her cat in the care of a neigh- The problems started Wednesday at 11:30 p.m. 

or, only to return and not see her cat when the Rage’s Zack de la Rocha Town officials said they will likely 
e highlight of the film is the severely sprained his ankle during a hold a hearing to allow Great Woods to 
nan’s attempt make friends with 10w in New York explain why the show was delayed so 
ier less than perfect neighbors. * | shed the set, the band thot long. Great Woods, meanwhile, is blam- 
; = to cancel TI ng the problem on severe weather that 

ut se worn: tho do ormance. Radic n ar caused delays at the airport 
nents her sex life in a “pillow DooK or | | nounced the show's postponement The town may also consider penalties 
Mary | } ‘He was in the doctor's office for for Great Woods that could include full 
| This movie stars Vivian Wu and | or partial suspension of the operating 


| “Trainspotting’s” Ewan McGregor, who 
is determined to sleep with this woman 
then have his boyfriend publisher ex- 
ploit her bedroom antics in a tale of 
eroticism. *** 


license, the Globe reported. 

“They made a mistake in letting that 
show go on,” Madden said. “Earlier in 
the day it had been postponed and it 
should have stayed that way.” 


Iowa nurse paints what she sees on her job 


ES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — Nurse Shelli 
D Off has taken what she sees, hears for everybody -they might be more suit- 
and feels on the joband putitonthe able for doctors’ offices than living rooms. 
wall. “They just won’t match the sofa,” she 
Off, who works in the birthing center at said. Two eight-foot paintings by Off were 
Mercy Hospital Medical Center, also is an chosen to be among the work of 58 artists 
artist who turns the scene of babies being in lowa Artists 97, an exhibit running 
born into bright, immense paintings. through Sept. 7 at the Des Moines Art 
Off says her paintings have nothingtodo Center. 
with the abortion debate. Instead, they’re In both paintings, it’s the bold color 
attempts to follow the advice of art instruc- _ that grabs attention. And for Off, the color 
tors to “work with what you see.” represents “what that time in life is about.” 


She acknowledges people have had 
problems with her use of color. 

“I was in trouble all the time in art 
school over colors,” she said. “Teachers 
would say, ‘Too much color in there.’ ” 

Louis Grachos, the exhibit’s curator 
who chose its 152 works from 2,849 
submissions, applauds her decision. 

“It takes a lot of courage to use color 
in that way,” says Grachos, director of 
the SITE Santa Fe museum of contem- 
porary art in Santa Fe, N.M. 


She says she knows her paintings aren't 
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OUT ON A LIMB by GARY KOPERVAS 
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Horoscopes By Miss Anna 


RIES: (March 21-April 20) This 
Av is no time for excessive 

independent behavior. Try to tone 
down any possible conflicts between 
work and home. By the week’s end, you 
will seem more like yourself- looking for 
change, variety and adventure. Feelings 
run high for your lover or mate. 

TAURUS: (April 21- May 21) Any ca- 
reer efforts should be put on hold this 
week, and extra time should be spent 
with loved ones... you won’t be sorry at 
the results. The next month will defi- 
nitely favor marriage or other close ties. 
Don’t rely on a friend for support, you'll 
be disappointed. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) You have 
a number of positive trends going for 
you this week, starting with romance - 
there are also excellent job and career 
indications. Your upbeat feelings are 
real and contagious to those around 
you. Adopt a low profile near the week’s 
end, making no decisions. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) Domestic 
troubles seem to be highlighted this 
week and may jar you into reality. Get to 
the heart of the matter as soon as pos- 
sible, and don’t defeat yourself by talk- 
ing in circles. Draw on your intelligence 
and common sense, and project your 
charm. 

LEO: (July 24- August 23) Your finan- 
cial picture looks quite rosy this week. 
Make sure to save a few dollars for a 
rainy day. It’s time to stop bottling up 
your feelings, express your anger in a 
constructive way. Make sure to speak 
clearly to avoid any misunderstandings 
among cohorts. 

VIRGO: (August 24 - September 23) 
Although expectations are high this 
week, it may be best to lay low, don’t 
make waves, and wait for a better day - 
for you are bound to meet with opposi- 
tion everywhere you turn. Avoid any 
overindulgence or overdoing; in all ways 
guard your health and mindset. 

LIBRA: (September 24 - October 23)A 
rather dullish mood will give away to a 
real sense of being alive, and an interest- 


ing job idea promises to send more 
income your way, if you are more than 
willing to learn a new skill. Home is 
where the heart is, and home is where 
you will find happiness. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 - November 22) 
This week seems to be mostly pleasant, 
even though a bit ho-hum. Zero in on 
chores both at work and in the home 
which need to get done, and you will feel 
like you’ve accomplished something. 
Some home members may not be quite 
in sync with you, causing friction. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 23 - De- 
cember 21) The week seems to revolve 
around money and social interests - and 
they may integrally relate to each other. 
Resist any urges to speculate or take 
risks concerning financial rewards. Try 
to avoid making any firm commitments, 
or breaking any close alliances. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 - January 
20) Your creativity is strong during the 
week, whether in a solo project or group 
situation. Romance may also put stars in 
your eyes, as you and a loved one see 
heart-to-heart on an important issue. 
Delay any important decisions until all 
the facts are clear. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 - February 19) 
During the next few weeks you are likely 
to make a major decision regarding your 
highest ambitions; a big job or career 
change is completely possible, but don’t 
do anything unless it’s been researched 
from all ends. It’s time to get involved in 
ongoing education. 

PISCES: (February 20- March 20) This 
week may seem just like a struggle for 
survival - primarily on the job, but also 
in other people’s various problems. Ev- 
erything seems to be intense, and you 
should tread lightly, especially when 
involved in other’s emotions. Everyone 
seems to be overreacting. 


IF THIS WEEK IS YOUR BIRTHDAY: It’s 
time to work on improving at least one 
important relationship. You are now 
learning to demonstrate your interest 
and affections. — (AP) 


_ Arts & Entertainment 
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A&E News 


Dylan to sing for 
Pope this month 


OME (AP) - Bob Dylan will sing 
for a very special audience next 
month: Pope John Paul II. 

The Vatican announced the con- 
cert Tuesday, which will be in Bolo- 
gna at the World Eucharistic Con- 
gress on Sept. 27. 

“This will not simply be a concert, 
but an occasion for the pope to meet 
young people,” said Monsignor 
Ernesto Vecchi, head of the organiza- 
tional committee. 

The 56-year-old musician was hos- 
pitalized this summer for an infec- 
tion that caused swelling in the sac 
around his heart 

Dylan was an anti-establishment 
trailblazer in his early years. His hits 
include “Lay Lady Lay,” “Blowin’ in 
the Wind” and “Like a Rolling Stone.” 


Cobain’s cousin 
aims to help teens 


REMERTON, Wash. (AP)—A cousin 

ofthe late grunge star Kurt Cobain 
has written a book to help teen-agers 
combat depression. 

Bev Cobain didn’t know her cousin, 
Kurt, but she could tell from his tor- 
tured lyrics that he was depressed, 
she said. Bev Cobain, a psychiatric 
nurse at Harrison hospital in 
Bremerton, was never able to con- 
nect with the lead singer of Nirvana 
before he took his life in April 1994 in 
Seattle. 

Since then she has heard from 
many of his fans who want to talk 
about their own suicidal feelings, she 
said. To help them, she’s writing a 
book that talks to teens about depres- 
sion. 

The book, “When Nothing Mat- 
ters Anymore: A Survival Guide for 
Depressed Teens,” is due out in the 
spring. The publisher is Free Spirit of 
Minneapolis... , 4 dS ty 


Upcoming Fall Movies 


BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
he major 1997 early fall mov 
Ts: grouped by release dates. 
Some movies will change dates, 
and several titles will first be released 
regionally on a limited basis: 

Sept. 5: “Fire Down Below,” Steven 
Seagal plays an environmental activ- 
ist; 

“Intimate Relations,” a dark com- 
edy set in England. 

Sept. 12: “Washington Square,” 
Jennifer Jason Leigh in an adaptation 
of the Henry James story; 

“The End of Violence,” Wim 
Wenders directs a story of a Holly- 
wood producer involved in murder; 

“Bandwagon,” four friends form a 
band; 

“Kicked in the Head,” unemploy- 
ment and eviction are the least of a 
young man’s problems. 

Sept. 19: “In an Out,” Kevin Kline 
plays a popular teacher who may or 
maynot be gay; 

“L.A. Confidential,” Kevin Spacey 
and newcomer Guy Pearce in an ad- 
aptation of James Ellroy’s corrupt- 
cop novel; 

“A Thousand Acres,” Jessica Lange 
and Michelle Pfeiffer in the film ver- 
sion of Jane Smiley’s farm story; 

“Wide Awake,” a fifth-grader 
teaches some life lessons; 

“Going All the Way,” a story of 
sexual awakening; 

Sept. 26: “The Edge,” Anthony 
Hopkins and Alec Baldwin are trapped 
in the wilderness with a bear; 

“The Peacemaker,” George Clooney 
stars in an international thriller, the 
first movie from the DreamWorks 
studio; 

“The Locusts,” Kate Capshaw and 
Ashley Judd in a story of occasionally 
illicit passion; 

“The Assignment,” Aidan Quinn 
goes undercover to catch a ruthless 
terrorist; 

“Soul Food,” you are what you eat 
in this family story. 

Oct. 3: “Kiss the Girls,” Morgan 
Freeman and Ashley Judd star in a 
serial killer drama; 

“An American Werewolf in Paris,” 
a thriller sequel (of sorts) to “An 
American Werewolf in London”; 

“The Gingerbread Man,” Robert 
Altman helms the movie of John 
Grisham’s crime story; 

“U-Turn,” Oliver Stone directs Sean 
Penn, who’s having a really bad day; 

“Fast, Cheap and Out of Control,” 
documentarian Errol Morris (“The 
Thin Blue Line”) profiles workers. 

Oct. 8: “Seven Years in Tibet,” Brad 
Pitt stars as an Austrian mountaineer 
who encounters a young Dalai Lama. 

Oct. 10: “Rocket Man,” a comedy 
about a troubled space trip; 

“Most Wanted,” a fugitive uses his 
military training to dodge pursuers; 

“Napoleon,” a little dog is lost in 
the Australian wilderness; 

“The House of Yes,” Parker Posey 
in acomedy about dysfunctional fami- 
lies; 

“Gang Related,” Jim Belushi and 
the late Tupac Shakur are police offic- 
ers in trouble; 

“Nick and Jane,” a cabbie and a 
Wall Street type fall in love. 

Oct. 12: “Boogie Nights,” a story 
about the ups and downs of the sex 
film industry. 

Oct. 17: “I Know What You Did 
Last Summer,” a thriller from the 
screenwriter of “Scream”; 

“Devil’s Advocate,” Keanu Reeves 
and Al Pacino work for a law firm 
that’s hell on its attorneys; 

“Playing God,” a discredited doc- 
tor falls into the crime world; 

“Gummo,” teens as only teens can 
be: 

“The Ice Storm,” families trying 
and failing in a small town; 

Oct.; 24: “Fairytale: A True Story,” 
two young women think they have 
photographed fairies; 

“A Life Less Ordinary,” the 
“Trainspotting” director looks at love; 
“Gattaca,” human engineering tale 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Summer blockbusters 


Acting talents wasted in this year’s big budget disasters 


@ A bridesmaid 
and a spy make up 
for disappointment 


By CHRIS BLASDEL 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


This summer was far from excit- 
ing in the movie theaters. High- 
budget blockbusters tempted us, 
but the acting was less than im- 
pressive. 

The first in a line of miserable 
movies was John Woo’s “Face/Off,” 
starring Nicholas Cage and John 
Travolta. “Face/Off” has little to 
offer except for high paced vio- 
lence, big guns and the worst act- 
ing on the silver screen. 

For Travolta and Cage, this 
film did not allow them to use 
their artistic talents that we have 
seen in “Pulp Fiction” and “Leav- 
ing Las Vegas.” 

Will Smith and aliens? Didn’t 
we see this in “Independence Day” 
last summer? Well, Smith, along 
with Tommy Lee Jones starred in 
“Men In Black.” Jones and Smith 
play two alien busting thugs who 
are “the best kept secret in the 
Universe.” 

Although some comic relief is 
added, “Men In Black” is far from 
interesting. If they were the best 
kept secret, it should have stayed 
that way. 

On a lighter note, this summer 
did have its surprise hits, “My Best 
Friend’s Wedding,” starring Julia 
Roberts, Dermot Mulroney, 
Cameron Diaz and the charming 
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‘I got elected to do what?’ 


Photo courtesy of TriStar Pictures 


HARRISON FORD stars in the high paced action film, “Air 
Force 1” along with Glenn Close and Gary Oldman. 


Rupert Everett, was a big surprise. 
The story is about a woman 
who is invited to her best friend's 
wedding, but realizes she would 
rather be the bride. After a series 
of horrible films, Roberts has 
proved she could outdo her role in 
“Pretty Woman.” The film is both 
well-acted and excellently-written. 
“Air Force 1” starring Harrison 
Ford and Gary Oldman is a high- 
power, action film with Ford as 
the President of the United States 
and Oldman as Russian extremist. 
Surprise! This film was great! 
It follows its storyline, has a strong 
cast and makes people ask “Could 
this really happen?” 
This film is worth the $7.50 
and the soda to clear your throat 
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from all the screaming you'll do as 
President Ford (Wait, we had one 
of those already) battles the bad 
guys in his domain. 

Another big surprise was “Con- 
tact,” starring Jodie Foster and 
Matthew McConaughey. Although 
this too is about aliens, it is more 
realistic than “Men In Black.” 

The new rule in Hollywood is 
that if your going to make a really 
stupid movie about aliens, then 
you need a really good film about 
aliens to balance it off. 

Foster plays a scientist who is 
determined to make contact with 
the aliens. McConaughey plays the 
only person who really believes in 
her. Its a touching story with a 
great cast and great effects. 

The best movie this summer 
was the tale of a spy with a pen- 
chant for beautiful women. No, 
not James Bond, but “Austin Pow- 
ers, International Man of Mystery.” 
Asly fashion photographer by day 
and a spy of the highest degree by 
night, “Austin Powers” makes you 
laugh until your sides hurt. 

SNL alum Mike Myers plays 
Austin Powers and his nemesis, 


Radiohead lights up Harborlights 


@ British group 
brings art rock to 
a whole new level 


By CHRIS BLASDEL 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


"| Vhe British rock quintet, 
Radiohead, recently played 
Harborlights to a sold out 

crowd. 

The hard edged, art-rock band 
outdid themselves by proving that 
ifit sounds good on disc, it sounds 
even better live. 

Following the success of its 
third U.S. release, “OK Computer,” 
Radiohead is touring the United 
States and Canada through the 
fall. The stop at Harborlights was 
electrifying, energizing and an all 
out good time. 

With the help of Scotland's 
Teenage Fanclub and Portland, 
Ore. Dandy Wharols, Radiohead 
proved that they can play and 
offer an incredible show. 

The latest release, “OK Com- 
puter,” is a bit slow, but has the 
general edge that Radiohead is 
known for. The mastery on such 
songs as “Paranoid Android” and 
“Letdown” are true to the form 
that Radiohead have given us on 
its critically acclaimed 1995 re- 
lease, “The Bends.” 


Two women after the same man 


Photo courtesy of TriStar Pictures 


JULIA ROBERTS and Cameron Diaz brighten up the screen 
in PJ] Hogan’s “My Best Friend's Wedding.” 


Dr. Evil in this spoof of great spy 
movies from the past. 

Throw in Elizabeth Hurley as a 
sexy super sleuth and a shaved cat 
named Mr. Bigglesworth and you 
have the summer’s surprise hit. 

“Austin Powers” is a great com- 
edy with quirky catch-phrases and 
great storyline. When it hits video 
stores in October, be sure to rent 
it immediately. 

The temptations of Hollywood 


Singer Thom 
Yorke did his 
usual screeching 
and light singing 
throughout the 
show, but the 
real surprise was 
the music. The 
sound was so 
crisp and loud 
that it felt like lis- 
tening to a CD, 
but having the 
band right in 
front of you. 

Not only did 
they sound great, 
but they took a 
liking to the Bos- 
ton audience 
with sincerity and humor. Between 
songs, Yorke would crack his not- 
too-funny jokes and got a rise out 
of the crowd. 

Although this tour is to pro- 
mote the new album, Radiohead 
knew what the crowd wanted and 
delivered incredible renditions of 
‘4ust,”and “The Bends,” from their 
last album as well as their staple 
song “Creep” from 1993’s “Pablo 
Honey.” They did however, play 
the cuts from the new album with 
pizzazz and pride and let the audi- 
ence know that they impressed 
themselves with the success of 
“OK Computer.” 

Radiohead is similar to the art- 
rock acts of the late "60s to ’70s 
bands such as the Velvet Under- 


did little but steal our money this 
summer, but redemption time has 
come. 

Fall releases are being hyped 
and offer an eclectic mix of talent. 
Look to see Alicia Silverstone and 
Harry Connick Jr. in “Excess Bag- 
gage,” a bald Demi Moore in “GI 
Jane,” and the thrilling “Con- 
spiracy Theory” with Julia Roberts 
and Mel Gibson. So save your cash 
and see you at the movies. 
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ground and the Talking Heads. 
And they are front-runners in the 
new British Invasion along with 
bands such as Oasis, Blur, and 
Kenicke, 

Overall, the Radiohead show at 
Harborlights rocked! Ifyou haven't 
checked out “OK Computer,” it is 
worth the buy. Radiohead has cre- 
ated its own style of music and 
developed a strong following of 
twenty-somethings both here and 
in the UK. Radiohead has proven 
that it is here to stay. 


Music Review 
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Radiohead’s 
recent concert 
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Bledsoe takes command 
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Will Drew be able to lead his team back to the Super Bowl? 
Check back in about 20 weeks. 


Pats look fine 
for this year 


@Carroll, Bledsoe 
and Co. ready to 
defend the AFC 


By YESENIA A. GIL 
Sports Editor 


una is out, Carroll is in and 

this football season Patriot's 

fans are hoping to bring 
home the big win. 

The last time we saw the New 
England Patriots play it was late 
January on a Sunday night in Su- 
per Bowl XXXI against the Green 
Bay Packers. However, it seemed 
as if the big Tuna forgot to bring 
his game plan with him, which 
inevitably led the AFC Champions 
to their second loss in as many 
appearance. 

What led to the demise? The 
Patriots defense wilted, giving up 
27 points in the first half. Then 
while executing man-to-man cov- 
erage, they allowed Brett Favre to 
hit Andre Rison with a 54-yard 
pass completion. 

And ifthat wasn’t enough, they 
continued to play the man-to-man 
defense which led Antonio Free- 
man tocomplete an 81-yard touch- 
down reception, the longest in 
Super Bowl history. The end came 
when Desmond Howard caught 
the ball at the 1-yard line on a 
’ kickoff and ran 99 yards for the 
touchdown. With that the Packers 
defeated the Patriots 35-21. 

In comes Pete Carroll, who 
coached the New York Jets in 1994 
and was fired after one season for 
his role in the disastrous 6-10 
record. Before that he was a defen- 
sive coordinator with the Jets. 

He later went on to work with 
the 49ers as defensive coordinator 
and now he’s a head coach again. 
And while Parcells rebuilt two fran- 
chises and took the Giants and 
Patriots to the big show, the new 
coach appears up to the challenge 
of Tuna’s legacy, judging by the 
_ preseason stats. 

The Patriots are 3-1 in preseason 
exhibition games, losing only to 


the Packers. Their last preseason 
game against the Philadelphia 
Eagles displayed considerable im- 
provement in offense and their 
special teams. 

However, Bledsoe held on to 
the ball too long and didn’t get rid 
of it, reminiscent of the Super 
Bowl, resulting in him being 
sacked. Despite that, the defense 
is strong. 

Besides, the Pats have nothing 
to worry about; they are the de- 
fending AFC champions. And mak- 
ing matters better, Bledsoe hit the 
weights during the summer and is 
bigger and tougher. 

‘The number one pick, 
cornerback Chris Canty is begin- 
ning to look good and no serious 
injuries have been reported so far, 
except for cornerback Steve Israel, 
who is sidelined with knee ten- 
dinitis. 

Now, tell me you won't be sit- 
ting on your couch with a beer and 
some junk food, and, of course, 
your buddies, awaiting Sunday's 
game against Indianapolis. 

Here's the schedule: 

9/7 - at Indianapolis, 1 p.m. 

9/14 - N.Y. Jets, 8 p.m. (ch. 56, 
TNT) 

9/21- Chicago, 1 p.m. (25) 

10/6 - at Denver, 9 p.m. (5) 

10/12 - Buffalo, 1 p.m. (7) 

10/19 - at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m. (7) 

10/27- Green Bay, 9 p.m. (5) 

11/2 - at Minnesota, 1 p.m. (7) 

11/9 - at Buffalo, 4 p.m. (7) 

11/16 - at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m. (7) 

11/30 - Indianapolis, 1 p.m. (7) 

12/7 - at Jacksonville, 1 p.m. (7) 

12/13 - Pittsburgh, 4 p.m. (7) 

12/22 - at Miami, 9 p.m. (5) 


“The new coach 
appears up to the 
challenge of 


Tuna’s legacy, 
judging by the 
preseason stats” 


@ New staff to put 
the center in order 
to reach its goals 


By YESENIA A. GIL 
Sports Editor 


tudents returning to NECC 
S for the fall semester will en 

counter many a new face. 
Around campus new students, and 
at the Sports and Fitness Center 
new staff and administration. 

Several part-time positions at 
the Wellness and Fitness Center 
have been eliminated to create 
two full-time positions and sev- 
eral new part-time ones. 

NECC posted jobs over the sum- 
mer for a full-time coordinator 
and assistant coordinator of ath- 
letics, recreation andintramurals, 
full-time clerk IV, part-time men’s 
basketball assistant coach, part- 
time technical assistant II and part- 
time sports information intern. 

In addition to the staff changes, 
the athletic department has been 
grouped with departments shar- 
ing “similar underlying goals and 
areas in an effort to better imple- 
ment goals and broaden ideas for 
new programs,” said Nita 
Lamborghini, acting assistant dean 
of college life. 

The newly grouped depart- 
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Still improving 
File photo 
NITA LAMBORGHINI wants 
to create and expand more 
programs. 
ments, health services, student 
activities, athletics and the 
wellness and Fitness center will 
now be supervised by Mary Ellen 
Ashley, vice president of enroll- 
ment management and student 
services area. 

The Sports and Leisure studies 
program will also collaborate with 
the new unit to ensure the health 
and well being of students. 

Lamborghini also said this will 
give the area the opportunity to be 
more creative and expand pro- 
grams such as evening and week- 
end recreation and new intramu- 


ral activities. 

The candidates chosen for the 
positions of coordinator and assis- 
tant coordinator of athletics, rec- 
reation and intramurals will juggle 
a variety of duties. 

“The new job is a re-configura- 
tion of new duties and previous 
existing part-time jobs, a model 
used at all small colleges, 
Lamborghini said. The coordina- 
tor and assistant coordinator will 
have the ability to serve the stu- 
dents better and will be available 
ona formal or informal basis with 
the new full-time schedule. 

One of the many hats the coor- 
dinator and assistant coordinator 
will wear is one of head coach for 
either the women’s basketball, 
volleyball or the new women’s 
soccer team. Also part of the mul- 
titude of tasks will be recruiting 
prospective student athletes and 
assisting students in the intercol- 
legiate teams with learning game 
skills and academics. 

Lamborghini said the changes 
are a vote of confidence from Presi- 
dent David Hartleb and Ashley on 
wanting to support athletics, 
intramurals and the Wellness and 
Fitness center. 

She is optimistic about filling 
the positions soon and guaran- 
teed the candidates chosen would 
be educated, multi-dimensional 
and committed to helping NECC 
students. 


Fall Sports Meeting 
Friday, Sept. 9 


12:00 


ort & Fitness 


Room 0129 


men's Soccer 
Volleyhalt 
Fall Baseball 
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University Round-Up 


Colo. professor opens class 
with eye-catching display 


@ An unusual lesson 
about deviance brings 
Hawaii to the classroom 
Bonen Colo. (AP) — Eyes popped 


when a slim woman dressed in a 

bikini and sarong slinked down the 
aisle of a lecture hall at the University of 
Colorado on the first day of classes. 

She attached a microphone to her swim- 
suit top and pronounced herself the profes- 
sor of the Deviance in American Society 
class. 

The 500 undergraduates tittered at first, 
but by the time the 50-minute class was 
over, the students said professor Patti Adler 
had made her point. 

Each fall, Adler wears an eye-catching 
outfit to the first day of her class to make 
the point that what is perfectly acceptable 
in one situation — say, the beach — is 
considered deviant in another — for ex- 
ample, a lecture hall. 

She was halfway through her lecture on 
folkways, mores and laws, when she hopped 
on the desk and smeared suntan lotion on 
her arms. 

“If I was in Hawaii, this would be consid- 


ered normal,” she said. “In this class 
we're going to see how people react 
when you violate a social norm.” 

Adler loves teaching and in- 
vited students to visit at her of- 
fice, call her at work or home, e- 
mail her, anything to help per- 
sonalize the education in a 
course with a 500:1 student 
to professor ratio. 

“I try to convey to them 
that this is a class that 
isn’t going to be book- 
dry,” said Adler. “I want 
to jump off the page at 
them, to get them to 
get out and do experi- 
ential education. To 
get that point across, 
I have to add a com- 
ponent ofaction and 
entertainment.” 

Her course looks at norms of behavior, 
why societies have them and what they do 
to reinforce them. Each student will select 
a norm, violate it — without harming oth- 
ers — and analyze people's reactions to the 
violated norm. 

Mainly, she tries to make learning fun. 
“Students are eager to learn,” she said. “But 
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too often, the means of teaching aren't 
given as much emphasis as the content.” 

After the first class, students said Adler's 
approach worked. 

“I thought it was awesome,” freshman 
Heather Irmiger, 18, said. “When I saw her, 
I just totally knew I was going to like this 
class. She’s totally into her work. It’s the 
most exciting class I’ve had all day.” 
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Crayons teach 


about diversity 


CSON, Ariz. (AP)— Students start 

ing classes at the University of 

Arizona on Monday were issued cray- 

ons. It isn’t reflective of a change in 

the curriculum, however. It’s a lesson 
in diversity. 

On posters, shopping bags, book- 
marks and table tents, people were 
asked, “Which one would you 
choose?” They were offered a choice 
between a box of like-sized green 
crayons or a colorful array of long 
and short crayons inside a box with 
the university’s familiar block “A.” 

The crayons are part of a cam- 
paign that school officials hope will 
help the campus community better 
understand the need for diversity. 

The campaign was dreamed up by 
former master’s students in business 
administration Matt Goldman, Henry 
Hendrix, Kathy Missett and Heather 
Tawes. It has cost more than $10,000 
so far, including the cost of having 
students assess its impact later this 
year. 


University studies 
keeping students 


YRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) — Classes for 

about 3,000 freshman are under- 
way at Syracuse University. But for as 
many as 30 percent, their days at 
Syracuse will end long before gradu- 
ation day finally rolls around. 

And a university task force on 
student retention has found the rate 
is even higher for minority students. 

“People of color are not as com- 
fortable here,” said Chancellor Ken- 
neth Shaw. “People of color don't find 
this to be as supportive an environ- 
ment.” 

Last year, Shaw commissioned a 
task force to analyze student reten- 
tion data. Overall, about 30 percent 
of each starting class never makes it 
through to graduation. 

The panel found that almost half 
the students who withdrew before 
graduation between 1987 and 1994 
were in good academic standing, Shaw 
said. 

“We're far from being in a crisis 
mode. This is better than a lot of 
institutions, but not good enough,” 
he said. “Losing students for the 
wrong reasons is something we never 
like.” 

Of those who enrolled in 1989, for 
example, 73.4 percent of white stu- 
dents graduated within six years. For 
racial minorities, the graduation per- 
centages were 50 percent for Native 
Americans, 54.7 percent for blacks, 
61.2 percent for Asians and 64.9 per- 
cent for Hispanics. 

The task force compared its find- 
ings with data from Boston College 
and Rutgers University, schools that 
experienced similar retention prob- 
lems. 

For the academic year that ended 
May 1995, Boston College reported a 
graduation rate of 87 percent for all 
students, 76 percent for blacks and 
83 percent for Hispanics. Rutgers re- 
ported a graduation rate of 75 per- 
cent for all students, 58 percent for 
blacks and 60 percent for Hispanics. 

The search for reasons why stu- 
dents leave Syracuse has yielded few 
answers, Shaw said. The task force 
concluded factors that normally con- 
tribute to attrition, such as low grades, 
lack of financial aid or socioeconomic 
background, do not apply to Syra- 
cuse, 

“There aren’t answers,” he said. 
“Whether you chalk it up to environ- 
ment or something else, there are a 
lot of unknowns here.” 

The university will continue to 
analyze the data. Other options for 
addressing attrition include linking 
retention programs in each college 
and school to university-wide efforts, 
creating a student retention office 
and reviewing admission and finan- 
cial aid policies. 


